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PREFACE. 



The publishers of these Sermons feel much confi- 
dence in offering them to the Christian communitj. 
Of the author thej haya no other knowledge, than is 
given on the title page, excepting^ that it appears from 
the preface to the London edition, that the Sermons 
were preached at the king's Weigh-house, to the peo- 
ple under the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. Reynolds. 
We are not surprised, that the .author was solicited to 
furnish a copy for the press. Though not distinguished 
for those flashes of imagination and explosions of feel- 
ing, which dazzle and astonish, they will be found to 
be replete with views and illustrations, both striking 
and felicitous. The portraiture, which is given of the 
character of those, who are true followers of Christ, and 
of those who merely wear the livery of discipleship, 
is drawn with a masterly hand. His delineation of 
the feelings and motives of ^ mere professors," and of 
true Christians, furnishes satisfactory evidence, that 
he well understood the workings of the human heait, 
before and afler it has experienced the renewing op- 
erations of the Holy Spirit. 

From these remarks it vc^uld naturally be inferred, 
thftt these Sermons on the parable of the ten virgins, 
are practical. This characteristic is visible on every 
page. It is a prominent excellence. No professor of 
religion can rise from the perusal of these Sermons, 
without feeling, that instruction and encouragement, 
caution and warning, have been applied to his daily 
conduct, and have also been carried into the most se- 
cret places, — ^into the yerv sanctuary of his bosofUt 
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It would also be inferred from what ha£ been said, 
that these Sermons are evangelical They are strictly 
so. They seem to have come from a mind', which 
had been " instructed unto the kingdom of heaven," 
and from a heart, which had received *^an unction 
from th'e Holy One." 

At a day like the present, when there is reason to 
fear, that many take upon themselves the mere exte- 
rior or the mere name of a Christian, we feel per- 
suaded, that a wide circulation of these Sermons would 
be a great blessing to the cause of pure and undefiled 
religion. Although written more than a hundred years 
since, 'they are not in the least deficient in pertinency 
of application to iall' who 'have nanaed the name of 
Christ, in our own time and in our own land. It 
appears to have been the object of the author, to give 
a truly Scriptural view of the morality^ which may be 
taken as evidence of " the washing of regeneration 
and the renewing of the Holy Ghost." In doing this, 
he has stripped off the disguises of - hypocrisy, and 
laid bare the corruption and uncleanness, which often 
lie concealed beneath a covering of plausible profes- 
sions of piety. 

The present age in New EngFand, has been blessed 
with many revivals of religion. For these we have 
great reason for gratitude Under the excitement 
of animal feelings, however, it often happens, that 
many imagine themselves to have received a vital 
renovation of their moral affections, and perhaps con- 
tinue for many months or even years, to cherish a 
hope of heaven, until at last, it is too painfully manifest, 
that they are still " aliens from the commonwealth of 
Israel." A large proportion of those, who are usually 
affected by revivals, are in the morning of life. They 
are young in every thing, which relates to the deceit- 
fulness and desperate wickedness of the heart. They 
need a guide to self-exauii nation. They need instruc- 
tion from those who have had experience in the divine 
life. They need a map of the country through which 
the pilgrims must travel, before they reach the promr 



Preface. r 

bed land. — Whatever wUl render toern asdbtance in 
respect to any of the great poiots of practical religion, 
urges a daim vpon their patronage. To the young, 
as well as the eld; therefore, in the profession of the 
gospel, these Serinons fpay he earnestly recommended, 
as woi4hy of serious and prayerful attention. 

It surely* is not ea?y to exaggerate the importance of 
a true Christian profesdon. We are exposed to errors 
within and without. , We dwell in a world of tempta- 
tion. "While we have ''a name to live,'^ we mayte 
" dead in trespasses andsins.'^ We may go regularly 
to the sacramental table, and partake ^f the embj^ ms 
of our Saviour's sufferings and death,-^ while we» are 
only aggravating the guilt of impenitence, and pre- 
paring ourselves ibr d heavier condemnation and a 
more withering curse., at the dread tribunal of the last 
day. What lansruage can describe the agony of those, 
unto whom the Lord shall say, — " / never knew yo»; 
Dbfaut from nie, ye. workers of iniquity I" — On the 
contrary, what emotions of rapture shall inspire the 
anthems of those, to whom he shall address the salu- 
tatio|),-r«^ Come, ye hleseed of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom, prepared for you^ from the f«undation of the 
world!" 

It Is possible, that in remarking upon the Sermons,, 
which follow, our feelings may. have betrayed us into 
terms of unwarranted encomium. W*e would not 
excite expectations of. any thing magnificent or unpar- 
alleled. But we feel assured, that this little volume 
possesses* a -larg« share (^ st^nling eitdeilenee^ and that 
its troerits ciinnot iail to be appreciated by all who love 
the LK)Ed Jeisus in sincerity, add who wish to be ^al- 
ways ready to give an answer to every man, that ask- 
eth the reason of the liope that i» in them, with 
meekness and fear." 

To these observations,. we have thought it would 
not be uninteresting, to subjoin a brief analysis or 
outline of the' aothor^s illuttration «f the interesting 
parable, which k the-theme of his diseoarses. 

After some explaoatovy remarks, he proceeds to> 
1* 



specify five geaeral. .prop^iiillioos^ (Sie Sen&OD I. 
p. I7.> . . . 

The principal object, of the fifest Serineb is, toilloa^ 
tratie the > propositioA — ^\ That aindng^suc^ 'Os make a 
profession of Christianity*, man^ ittt^rt prffissorsJ'^ 

1. Some make a profes^on from the inAtstoot of 
education, m . - •. * • 

2. Some from the iofluence bf an awakenei cxyKh 
science. « 

■•3. iSome from a regard to repntation. • 
4. • Same from a regard to secular edvfmiage, 
B. Some.fre^m a.4esire to c^ae&l their mick&dnen. . 
These arerepresedted by thofooUsh virgtns. fTheir 
yb% is manifest, because t : - 

1 . They practically prefer llvlDg ander the disphat- 
«re, to living under the /fitioor of God.' 

2. They practically prefer dying accttnei, to dying 
i» the Lord, ♦ 

3. 'They prefer the agonies of hell to the }ayfi. of 
heaven.' 

Practical reflections* . ' 

. I. We ought not to draw conclusions to the preju- 
dice of veli^^oa, from the miscarriltges of ^uafa as pro- 
fess it. . 

2. We ought to guard againW^an empty profession 
of Christianityv ' . 

. 1 3; The Christian ; sboold . bless Gody fbc his goodness 
in making him ra true believer. 



J. 



. I& the second Sermdri, the >aiithdr shows, ^^ That ()»e 
tr4;kth.Qf grace infers oot an>eb9Dlldte freedom from iii- 
lirmUiieS') As it is said of the wise and the. foolish 
virgios, that Ihey dumheredandsU^t.^'^^^He first explains 
^Ifh^t is sAea»l by thil charge, when applied to'a real 
Christian. 
[L] , Wheft applied to a Christian, it may intimate 

1, I An abatement' of his first zeal for God. 

2. The ohild of God itia^ have fallen from his 
first wocks as well as from his. first love. 

: 3, He xnay atep have faUe&io^ some gross sin. 
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't^hi imdior thea expUos 

[S.] What is meaot by the chatge of fluMftefMt; and 
9leepiifg^ B6 api^licahle to th^ mere' prd£M8or» of god- 
liness. 

1. They amy b» kiss anxiOas- to ' be coosidei^d re- 
ligious. . 

2* They 'may throw off the diagbbe, «td (Me opea 
apoatates. . 

These consideratioos open the way lor the inqtiry^ 
" what J8 meant by the bridegroom's tarrying ?*' 

Under this head tlie author adverts to some ol^he* 
cipcomstances, which, duritig the «seiBon bf 'prbbatiofi^^ 
serve as occasionv-of Wiim6mng. < •- . . \, - ■ 

1 . The matters "ofreli^oii: a^ear ib be of p^ci^iair 
solemnity and importance, while they^io^ c'^vemd 
with UD^cc *the appreh^osian; o£- appi^a^hifig^^th. 
Hence 

2« Tiii» w^rld andthft ^Iftgs of itv bailee a vast ad- 
vantage over us when we believe thattidr Lood has 
deferred his oomiog, and put the evil day far froui us. 

In applying this part of the subject^ we a«6 re^ 
minded, 

1. that a maa^ff spiritual estate cannot saftfely^be de- 
termined from a few re^sMiitable incidents in his « life, 

' We are exhorted,,* 

2. To habituate ourselves to the thoughts of Christ V 
<^o(ning, as a .preserysitive against slufflbedng Chris^ 
tianity. , 



. , The third Seifoipii, »^i:|^rate^ the propositipo^ ^^ That 
Christ oft^ cofiies tp. 7 QMC particular jqdgmciift at tbe- 
tiine wherein h^f yto^X}^ least ilooil^d for.'? The -au* 
thor here aUqdea.to detLfjL, : He j . ' 

1. Substantiates the, proposition,, by qinotatioos ^om 
the Scriptures. He • 

IL Ifiquires why jipiiiqughtfuliiess of dealb is so 
genera] a failing. 

1. There is a natural desire of life. 

2. Thoughts of death are apt to be considered need- 
less, when we are in ftodrlshiiig health. < * 
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3. There Im ibinethibr in the tolfttiireiof «ur naturef^ 
\rhich makes them jcapaDie of iaipre98ioQ0 from what 
i» present and aeofiihle, to the prejudice of sach^an 
■f xpectancy of Christ's coming. • 

- (1.) Riches ofteohetray su ist^ aDtUDaoquaiDtedDess 
-with death and the grave. 

(2.) Crosses and diaappoiatmenti^ are dften improv- 
ed by the Adversary and oar own hearts^ to leep 
iour TDindt:/rom conteniplations on death. • 
Me:|^oceeds, 
III. ?^ expose the folly of this condoct. 
H :4. Bei|this<fMl less. certain^ or less near-by «ar 
forgetting that we are dying creatures. 

"it, ByforgiBtting de^by ft maybe made less safe 
ftiMl comforiftble. : r , 

This part of the. subjo^ is then G^pplied by.jremark» 
upon 1 ' , 

[ 1. The degeneracy (Wf ^uman nature,' evinced in 
«uch ^hodghtlessoessl. 

2, The true- reason w^hy religion is so little reeom^ 
mended by the death of suoh aS' profess it 

Christlatis are exhorted 

3. To live ioi the daily exp«ttation of death. 

In the fourth Sermon the aiilhor cdiiftes to treat the 
proposition,— « That it will fare with us to eternity^ 
according to the state and con<fition Christ finds us in. 
at his coming.'^ 
He inquires 

I. Into the account giv^iti of the happiness of (htwe,. 
who «re fdund'i'eady at the cdnling of ChHst. 
' 1. The happiness of the saints in heaven^ k repfe- 
s'ented as '• most splendid and magnificent, wh^n set 
forth under the allusion of their goitog in to the mar- 
riai^e." 
. ,2.^ Entering wifli him into the' marriage^ Instructs 



* On the 78th page, II. th^old have been printed 2. 
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vs furtlier of the unutterable joy that sball be on our 
head&, wheu our warfare is accompUshad. 

(1.) There is the absence of whatever majr onhiDge 
the peace of our minds. * 

(2.) In heaven we shall enjoy whatever is felicita- 
ting. 

(3.) The blessed God, does, in an imoKfediate way, 
influence the happiness of glorified spirits. 

3. Our Lord asserts the blessedness of the sairifs in 
heaven to be of an immortal nature. 
The author proceeds to 

II. Examine wherein ^is reac^ness to n^et • Chrisfb 
at death consists. 

1 . There is an habitual readiness to meet with Christ. 

2. An actual preparedness for the coming of Christ 
To this three things a^e requisite. * 

1. A tegular indififerenc^' and mortificlEition to the 
present world. , 

% bur affections must be set upon things above. 

3. We must daily expect our Lord'* approach. 
The author proceeds to consider 

III. How warraDtably we l«ok for the -happiness of 
which our Lord speaks, when we aite thus prepared 
for the enjoyment of it^ 

1. The righteoqsness of G-od makes the happhiess 
certain. 

2. The faithfulness of God is a superadded encour-* 
pgement to ua, when we are looking for eternal life 
OS a gift. 

3. The sanctifying work of the Spirit upon the soul, 
does further warrant us in these expectations. 

In applying his subject the atithor remarks 
L It is active, painful, fhiitful, persevering Chris- 
tianity, and that only, which shall be followed with 
•the gift of eternal life. 

2. Let us improve the joy set before us, ad a motive 
to greater fervency in spirit, when we ara serving tha 
Lord. 

(1.) God expected it should inspire our obedience^ 
u:ben he disclosed the glpries gf the t)Qtter world* 
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{%) If you are not thus animated by the views of 
heaven, you will experience but little of the Chris- 
tianas peace, either in life or death. 

• In the fiAh Sermon, the author applies his fourth 
proposition to those who are found unready at Christ'* 
coming. ' 

I. Those who are unready will have their condition 
accordingly. 

This point is proved by the Scriptures. 

n. The condition of those who are lost 

1. They are excluded heaven. 

2. Prayers and tears will be no alleviation of their 
doom. 

3. They shall be under immediate impressions of 
divine wrath. 

III. All this is consistent with the perfection of 
the divine nature. 

1* It is worthy of God to shut out of heaven, all 
who refused it. 

2. It cannot be injurious to any of the divine pei^ 
fection^, that those should he sent to Uell^ who have 
freely chosen it* 

IV. Application. 

(1.) What terror does this doctrine speak to those^ 
who under a profession of godliness^ are strangers to. 
the grace of God. 

1. Think what is put to the hazard. 

2. Think for what such things are put in jeopardy-.. 

3. Think of the positive eoUs^ to which one is ex- 
posed by such conduct, 

(2.) It is to fare with the shiner to all eternity, ac- 
-cording to the state of his soul at death : then let us 
Jay a good foundation against the time to come. 

1. Consider how very soon death may overtake you. 

2. Your neglecting this call, which God has given 
you may make your death less easy ajod y^r account 
more dreadfql, 
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Id the last of the series of Sermon8,''the author illus- 
trates his fiflth propo8itioD,-7^That oar heing left in the 
dark, about the time of our death, and -the Judgment 
day, when assured of the certainty of both, should be- 
a sufficient motive to our 'amtchfalnesi^ that we may be , 
found in peace.'^^ 

I. The nature of this duty is to be explained. 

(1.) The watchfulness required, implies an avoid- 
ance of every thing, which either as an amusement 
or incumbrance may make us less ready for our Lord's . 
coming. 

1. Good men are in danger of being unready, from 
an ardent pursuit of the world. 

2. An &rdent pursuit of the world indisposes the 
mind for entertainments, which are spiritual and divine* 

(2.) By their unlawful love of lawful things, have 
good men been in danger of unreadiness for Christ's 
coming. 

1. We should beware of this unlawful love, because, 
it obstructs the exercise of our faith, 

2. We also lose a relish for what is most important* 
As we must avoid whatever would unfit us to meet 

the Saviour, so we must exercise ourselves to what- 
ever may forward our preparation to meet him. We 
shall acquaint ourselves, so as to be accepted of Christ- 

1. If heaven be a place with which we maintain a 
constant correspondence. 

2. If while in this world, we are learning to leave it. 

3. If ^^ each day of our lives, we keep all accounts- 
clear and balanced between God and us." 

The author 

II. Shows the force of the reasoning, when this 
duty is urged from the consideration of Son of man's 
coming in a day, and at an hour that we know pot 

We may suppose our Lord to say, 

1. Your unwatchfulness cannot prevent my coming. 

2. Your unwatchfulness will deprive you of the 
eotnfort of those, whom 1 shall 6nd ready. 

III. The divine conduct in this disposal of things^ 
U vindicated. 
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1.. God can do noibiDg but what i& besf. . 

3 . Obvious idconvenieDces would attend our koowl^ 
'edge of the time of our death. > : 

3. Taking our situation as it is, we have the most 
rational ^aotiye to continued watohfulness. 

IV. Practical application. 
, 1. The wisdom of being truly religious. 

2. The foUj an4 danger of security, when we know 
not what a day may brjii^ forth. 

If the Christian properly considers these things^*- 

1. His light will shine. 

2. His end will be better than his begioning. 
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THE FOLLY OP BEING MERE PROFESSORS. 



Matt. xxv. 1 — 13. 

Then shall the kingdom of Heaven be likened unto ten Tit- 
eins, which took their lamps, and went forth to meet the 
Bridegroom. 

And five of them were wise, and five were foolish. 

They that were foolish^ took their lamps, and took no oil 
with them : . • 

But the wise took oil in their vessels, with their lamps. 

While the Bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept 

And at midnight tl>ere w;as a cry made, behold the bride- 
groom Cometh, go ye out to meet him ! 

Then all those vii^ins arose, and trimmed Uicir lamps. 

And (he fooligh said unto the wise, give us of your oil, for our 
lamps are gone out.- 

But the wiseanswer^dyaaying, not soj lest, there be not 
enough for us and yoii ; but go ye rather to them that sell, and 
buy fot yourselves. ' ' ' 

And while they went to buy, tjje bridegroom came, and they 
that were ready, went in with him to the marriage, and the 
door wa» ^ut. 

Afterward came also the other virgins, saying. Lord, Lord, 
open to us. 

But he answered and s^id, Verily, I say unto you, I know 
you not. 

Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour, 
wherein the son of man cometh. 

That the parable I have read, i» a continuation 

of our Saviour's discourse, and not a new head of 

doctrine, appears from the manner in which it is 

introduced. Then shall the kingd&m af he(3io%n ht 

2 
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likened to ten virgins^ &c. t. /b. at the time I have 
been speaking of^ What that time was, may be 
discerned withcut difficulty, upon carrying back 
our views towards the close of the preceding chap- 
ter. We find there, that our Lord had not only 
intimated the certainty of a future Judgment, in 
respect of the thing itself; but asserted the uncer- 
tainty of the day and hour in which the son of man 
should come, in respect of us» He tells his disci- 
ples how advantageously it would surprise such 
ministers and private Christians, whomf this day 
should find busied, as became the expectants of 
the Judgment, though multitudes (clothed with both 
these chjaracters) should abuse its apprehended 
distance to security and licentiousness: whom 
death should place at the bar, when they were 
least thoughtful about it, the day of Judgment be- 
ing equally near them, as the day of death. This 
is the time referred to, in the foregoing parable. 

The scope of it I take to be this, vi?. to press 
upon his disciples, in the most effectual manner, the 
duty of watchfulness, which he had been recom- 
mending in the chapter foregoing. 

Before I enter upon the particular explication 
of this p.arable, let me observe to you, that these 
allegorical discourses being designed to instruct us 
in heavenly -things, by ioxagea taken from earthly 
ones, to communipate some doctrine^ or urge some 
duty explained, or recommended by «uch allusions:, 
ouir pcincipal view should be to the scope and drifit< 
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of a parable. Many things in it may be inserted 
purely for ornament's sake, to beautify and' com- 
plete the- allegory ; ^it is riot therefore our business 
to find a meaning to every minute circumsta^e, 
but to attend to the lesson which ofiers itself to oar 
thoughts from its most substantial parts. Watch- 
fiilness, as opposed, to intem|!)erance, is enjoined 
in the former chapter : the same doty, but coTisid- 
ered in opposition to security, and as consisting ina 
readincss^to meet with Christ at death, and in Judg- 
ment, is enforced upon the discipl<^, m this. 

The parable which is here insthutcd by bur 
Lord, was the more easily taken in by his audhor j, ^ 
b<;cau9e it proceeds upon a custom of an ancient 
standing among the Jezos^ which they observed in 
their marriage solemnities. I ^vill give you as 
distinct an account of this affair, as is needful for 
enlightening the subject. 

The night was the usual time observed both by 
Jtws and Ramans^ for celebrating their marriage 
.rites. The Romans^ had their torches, called Tecb, 
from the pitchy kind of tree of which they were 
mad%; and the Jews had their lamps. Among the 
Jewsy the bridegroom had a certain number of 
young men, who attended htm to the house of the 
person he had espoused. ' These perhaps were the 
thirty companions which Sampson had to be with 
him, when he married the Philistine's daughter at 
Timnath : Judges xiv. 11. They arc called by our 
Say'mir^'thcchildrm of the hridechamberyin Matt. Ik. 
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15. and the friends of the brid^room^ in John iih 29. 
The bridcmaids, who were ordinarily ten. in num- 
ber, having notice of the bridegroom's coming, 
we/it out with lighted lamps to meet him, and to 
conduct him and hi* train to the betrothed paHy. 
And as it was^the the duty of their place for these 
virigins to wait the bridegroom's time, however late 
his coming might be ; so upon hisand his compan- 
ions entering the house, the door was shut. 

I told you, that watchfulness, as opposed to sloth 
and slumber, and as consisting in an expectation of 
Christ's coming, and preparedness to meet him, is 
the point about which he is solicitous to impress 
the minds of his disciples. To effect this the bet- 
ter, he supposes such a marriage as I have now 
described; and that out of the ten virgins who 
were to attend the bridegroom, five only were so 
provident as to lay in a stock of oil, that might 
feed their lamps, however tedious the bridegroom 
might be in his coming: the other five being 
thoughtless about the matter, and so the oil they 
had, wasted, and their lamps out, before he came. 
Starting out of the sZttmfccr, to which they had 
given way, upon his tarryir^^ through the alarm 
of the bridegroom's approach, they are in great 
consternation: try to get a recruit, but too late; 
for they had oil to buy, when they, should have 
had it to use. While they are thus busied, such as 
were ready enter the house with him, and there is 
no room for them. They ar.(? treated a& uawortby 
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of the honor, about the securing' which they hftd 
expressed so scandalous an indifference* 

I shall make no other application of this parable, 
than as it shall come in my way, in discoursing 
upon these propositions following ; viz^ 

Prop* h That among such as make profession of 
Chnstianity, very many are but mere professors* 
Five only out of the ten virgins Jiad oil in their ves- 
sels^ and no more entered at last with the bridegroom 
* into the marriage, though they all went out to mut 
him. . They are not all. Israel, which are of Israel 

Prop. II. That the truth of grace infers not an 
absolute freedom from infirmities. It may some- 
liracs be said of zoise as well as foolish virgins^ that 
they slumber and sleep. 

Prop. 1 1 J. That Christ often comes to our par- 
ticular judgment, in that very season wherein we 
least looked for him. .it midnight there was a cry 
inade^ behold the bridegroom cometh^ go ye cut to mut 
him ! 

Prop. IV. That it is to be with us to eternity, 
accoraing tothe state and condition Christ finds us 
in at his coming* They that were ready went in wi& 
him to the marriage ; the unready had the door shut 
against them forever. 

Prop. V. That our being left in the dark about 
the iijae of our death, and the Judgment day, While 
assured of the certainty of both, should be ia suf*- 
ficient motive to our watchfulness, ^1 we may 6« 
f40und in peace. WfUch Ihertfure^ fwr ye know neither 
2* 
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tht day nor the h&ur^ wherein the Son 0/ man Com- 
eth. ' ^ • 
We begin with the 

I. Prop^ which was this, v\t» That amorrg such 
as make a prefession of Christianity, very many 
are mere professors. You may observe, that not 
one of the persons of whom oer Loi*d does here 
make mention, appeared to be a liberhne ; to live 
without God in the world^ and as r/" under no law io 
Christ^ He tells us, that all the ten were virghu^ 
t. €, persons separated from the rest of mankind by 
a credible profession of Christianity f and such as 
seemed to have escaped the gross corruption and pot' 
lution that is in the world through lust. 

' The ten set out, as if agreed in the same design-, 
•of meeting the bridegroom. They profess to believe 
a future sttHq, and that their. main ert'and into this 
world, is to get ready for the enjoyment of a bet- 
ter. Carrying their lamps^ was telling mankind, 
that they would be accouHtcd the friends t)f Christ; 
a«d that if a little service might suflSce, they would 
reflect a lustre upon their profession by some good 
works. Thus far do even such go, whom we find 
in the sequel of the parable to be castaways, . They 
make a gay shew in the fiesh ; but could ChiTSt say 
t& them (as be docs) / know younct^ had they been 
partakers of his grace in truth? Or could they 
have been everlastingly banished heaven, sirppo- 
•kigthem to have been Christians indeed, without 
violating tkat covenant, which is represented as 
well ordered in all thir^s^ and sure f What is said 
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of them, proves that they inade a profession ; and 
what happened to ,|hein (as the issue of their af- 
fairs) that they were mere professors. As a warn- 
ing to hypocrites and formalists in all succeeding 
ages, our Lord transmits tho memory of these per* 
»ons to posterity, branded with the imputation of 
the most egregious- ^//t/. He entei's them upon 
record diS foolish virgins. 

Before I leave this head, it may not.be amiss to 
spend a few thoughts for setth'ng the particolara 
following; t>iz. 

L To show you whence it is that any are inflir- 
enced to take' up a profession of religion, and 
reach no further. 

II. To expose their folly who have lamps only, 
Tziikoitt oil in their vessels^ or take up with a powtr* 
less form if godlintss* • 

I. Let me show you wbeixe it is that any take 
up a profession of religion, who live and die mere 
professors. And, 

1. In some this profession is taken up, purely 
through the influence of education. Though it is 
not universally trufe without any exceptions, yet 
that maxim of the wise man's will generally hold, 
viz. Train up a child in the tcagr he shoitld go, and 
when he is old he will not depart from it : Prow xxii. 
S. Were this question put to many in the profes- 
sing world, What is the reason of your hope ? why 
do you name Qirisi*s name upon yoii I why choose 
your lot with God^s de^sed people f or adhere to 
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Christians dUtinguishcd by this or the other partic- 
ular denomination ? The subsjiance of their reply 
would be resolved into this, »fe. We were brought 
up this way : this was the religion of our forefath- 
ers, and we act as we had them for examples. A 
conviction of the truth of Christianity,' is not the 
spring of their profession ; 6r» God's owning and 
blessing this way of worshipping hirn, more than 
another, the motive to their embracing* it. It is by 
accident that such as these own Christianity in 
any form ; for had their ancestors been libertines^ 
it is not improbable that they would be so too, as^ 
their religion is founded in a family precedent. 

Now, though we thus retain the influeikce of ed- 
ucation, and by being descended from those who 
truly feared God, may be secured against down- 
right profaneness, or engaged to take upon us a 
profession of religion ; yet since the saving grace 
of God comes not to us in the vyay of natural de- 
scent; since they cannot derive to us a divine na- 
ture, who are the means of communicating to us 
this corrupt nature, it is JDlain that, through the 
force of education, I may be a Christian in appear*- 
ance, without having taken one step in the way 
of life: my voice may he JacoVs and my hands 
Esau^s ; I may have'a lamp without oi7, and be dead 
while J live,, It is a happiness to proceed from 
iuch as have been God's covenanted serv&rvts, and a 
privilege to have enjoyed an earlypious education; 
butfeil Christianity is somewhat more than all 
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this, and may be separated from it: therefore 
although this may make me a professor, it may ' 
leave mc far short of a Christian ; it may wash 
the outside of the platier^ while the inside is full of 
" native impurity and corruption. 

2, As education gives rise to some men's profes- 
sion of religion, so others set out at the instance of 
natural conscience^ startled, but not savingly co»- 
vinced. They may have fpne on in an habitual 
neglect of God, and the things which belong to their 
peace through a large part of life, without disturb* 
ance: the matters of their souls, religion and 
another world, may have occasioned them but 
few serious thoughts. At length some afflictive 
' dispensation of providence rouses the sleeping lion, 
and thetime of adversity "Calls the thoughtless crea- 
ture to consider ; Eccl. vii. 14. It may be that 
the hand of God has arrested his person ; having 
the sentence of death in himself and eternity unveil- 
ed to his mind, he is neither sparing rn his cen- 
' sures upon his past folly, nor in his promises of ref- 
ormation for time to come. All this may flow from 
mere nature, which recoils at the apprehension of 
evil, and by an instinct, that is essential tp it, dreads 
a dissolution. The event verifies thi^ remark ; the 
man recovers, and thinks that he hasjomd his vows, 
and done whatever might be expected in Ms case, 
upon his abandoning the former extravagances of 
life, and putting on. a fade of religion. H^ goes 
on in this vain showy his heart as much as ever 
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estranged from the quickening and sanctifying vir- 
tue of the religion he professes : he w^s frighted^ 
but not /conmnced.; and though reformed, is not con-- 
verUd^ whereas real Christianity consists, not in 
-our being mended only, but vnmade ; for whoever 
is in Christ Jesus (and none else are Christians) he 
ns a new creaUxre; 2 Cor. v. 17. he is ««^»i *T*«"ff a 
new cmcaiion ; nil old things are fossed >awa:g, md €V- 
»ery ilAng t> become ne&K Afflictions may put such 
as ha^e stood idle all the day long, upon bodily sev^ 
vice-; but between this and real Christianity, the 
difference may be as great as between the shad- 
^ow and substance, a dead image and a living man., 
k it strange then that these, though professors^ 
rfihould be no more than professors, when they have 
•taken up their religion in a fright, tjAt fironfi.an in?r 
ivard persuasion of its reasonableness^ excellency, 
beauty, and exceedingly great rewards T 

3. A regard to reputation may lie at the bottom 
of some men's religion, and nothing higher may in^. 
fiuence their profession. They are not Christians 
even in name but upon a principle of hofief:- coiK 
science has no concern in this part they act in life*. 
What Qod will think of them comes not into Hie 
question; though they may not want solicitude- 
about the good opinion of the world. These low* 
little views have men conducted themselves by, 
ever since Christ had a church. The evangelist 
John observes of some of tl^e chref rulers of the 
Jewsj that not withstanding, they were convinced 
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of the truth of the Christian religion,* yet & regard 
to their reputation prevented their owning and em- 
bracing iu They adhered to the religion that 
way tnost in vi^ue^ and would qo.itinue of the Jew- 
ish church rather than be looked upon as out of 
the fashion*. His words are these ; '^ Among the 
■ chief rulers many believed on Jesus, but because 
of the Pharisees they did not co&fess him; for 
they loved the praise of men more that the praise 
of Grod i^ John xii: 4S, 43« Men may reckofn it a 
sort of brand they fix upon themselves, that while 
so many of their friends and acquaintance are per* 
sotns famed for exemplary piety, they do not pre* 
tend to be Christians. A regard to the good opin* 
ioa of others does therefore carry them such 
lengths as it never was in the power of other mo- 
tives to do ; and the love of A good name prevails* 
where all sense of duty to God, or the tenderness 
they owe to an immortal soul^ could not. Now is 
it to be imagined that these will be any better than 
niere professors, whose highest aitti is at popular 
applause? This as you know, is attaiTiable in- con- 
sistency with their being utterly unacquainted with 
p«re and. tindefiled religion. 

4. It' is to be feared, that an eye to secular ad- 
mntag€ is the main * ysfiueTicing principle in some 
men's professibn of Christianity. A mercenary 
i«gard to the .loaves may ' be the sole reason • of 
their thus far following Ohris{. There was a large 
number of people«r he iningled wi^h his disciplesical- 
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led him /2a&6tV pursued him over the sea of Tiberias 
to Capernaum^ whose appearing reverence for our 
Lord, he himself tells us, had no nobler motive 
than the satisfying ^ hungry apjetke. See Jfihn 
Yi. 26* 3tsui answered them^ and said^ verily^ verUjfi,^ 
I say uiUo yoUy jje seek mt^ not becaitst ye gaw the nir' 
acUsj hit because ye did eat bf the loavis^ and nfsre 
filled. And the apostle Paul^ writing to Timothy, 
mentions a levy odd sort of Christians,who supposed 
that gain was godliness: 1 Tim. vi, 5. Their design 
in appearing religious, was to get money by the showj 
and if this end be attained by it, tJa^y will put on 
any fcarm, or act any part» Many enlisted under 
our Lord's standard, and joined his ri^tinue, while 
the prospect of temporal kingdom prevailed amongi 
them, who turned their backs upon him, and walked 
no more with him^ upon their apprehending that he 
was to be a suffering Siaviour. It were to be wished 
that 60 vile a spirit had been p^uliar to the infant 
state of Christianity ; but w hat reason to feai? that 
some in our day have professed religion as a cloak 
for their covetausnessy the better" to insinuate them- 
selves with mankind, and by defrauding and over- 
reaching others to increase their own abundance? 
Now how splendid soever that profession, wilh how 
much soever of exactness and /severity it may seem 
to be attended ; can these be any other than mere 
professors of the religiori of Jesus ? Do grapes grow 
upon thorns and figs uponHhistles? Can they be at 
once the members, of Christy and the members of an 
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Harlot ? dr ttuly serve two such contrary masters^ 
as God and Mammon ? 

But ^e shall carry this thought further, under, 
the next particular, and it is all that we shall ofer 
upon this head. 

5. Some take up a profession of religJota a« a 
cofOer for the most detestable private wickeidness. 
The apostle Paul, in his epistle to Titus, gives? us 
a dismal account of some Judaiziog Christians fn 
the Church. Their profession wa« specious, their 
practice diabolical. They professed to know Gifd^ 
says he, hat in vjorks ihty denied %im\ being ahomin' 
able^ disobedient^ and- ta every good work reprobate: 
Tit. i. 16. Men may affect to appear like Saints^ 
%h(kt they may behind the curtain act the Atheist^ 
both unobserved and unsuspected: may make 
long prayers^ to devour the widow^s house, and nfjore 
securely wallow in all manner of sensuality. To 
such a dreadful degree as this has the devil tempt- 
ed some to affront the Almighty, and impose upon 
the credulity of his people* 

These are all Virgins to the eye of the world ; 
iheivprofession makes them so: though I have shown 
you that their motives to this profession are very 
different. One sets out upon the turn of mind re- 
ceived by education. Another i n compliance with 
the solicitations of an awakened natural conscience* 
This man, because it in fashionable to own Christi- 
anity. Another makes it a cloak for his covctous- 
ness* Nay, some are desperate enough to appear 
3 
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openly religious with a view to securilj as to pri^ 
vale wickedness. 

The Scriptures warrant us in the view I have 
givqn of the different principles upmi which men 
•profess Christianity : and it is by this time suffi- 
ciently plain, that many who profess Christianity, 
may be mere professors. 

, II. Let me now illustrate the justice and propri- 
ety of our Saviour's remark, wh^n he calls all who 
are professors only, foolish virgins. Their folly 
will appear upon comparing jprop and l^$ : laying 
the gain they have made in one scale, and the 
damage they have sustained in another. What is 
the hope of the hypocrite^ (the formalist, the deceiver, 
the mere professor,) though he hath gained^ when 
God taketh away his soul ? Job xxvii, S. Allowing 
him to have secured whatever was within the 
compass of bis roost extravagant hopes, what a tri- 
fle is it for which to plunge, a soul into perdi* 
tion and destruction,? Though he should gain the 
World, saith our Lord, which is more than the most 
aspiring or avaricious mind could propose to itself, 
what is he profited? Is he not a loser, if an immor- 
tal soul is bartered away, for a corruptible, perish- 
ing world ? Mat. xvi. 26. h reputation what you 
aim at,— ^securing a good report of all mcn^? Ad- 
mitting that herein you have your reward, what 
is this, if compared with the scorn and. rfeproach 
of God Almighty? What is your being the world's 
favourite for a/e?i> doys^ if he pronounce you ac- 
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cursed forever^ Have^you supposed gain to be 
godliness ? Granting ihat jou have attained your 
end, Is this to be hid in the b?jlance against the 
durable riches^ the weight of glory ^ which have had . 
an inferior interest in your regards ? Was sinning * 
in secrecy (withovit suspicion or disturbance) what 
you desired ? Besides that there is no beirtg 
private from God, Vf^at are the pleasures of sin^ 
Tohich last but for a moment^ compared with the 
^^WhWme pleasures at God^s right hand forevermorel 
What egregious /oJ/y to purchase short lived satis- 
factions, at the expense of suffering horrors with- 
out end ? 

But I shall illustrate the point more particularly 
in the three following instances ; t^t2r., 

1. Such practically prefer living hated of God, 
to living in his /at;or: this proclaims their /o%. 
A Christian, as he is a partaker of God^s likeriesSj 
is the object of his /ot>e. To be loved of God, in- 
dudes in it whatever can make up a felicity 
that ifl complete. He who requires truth in 
the hidden part^ has* marked out hypocrites, as 
the most odioiis of sinners; as most remote 
from himself, and oiTensive to him. Now, he 
who is a professor only, is a hypocrite: he 
cheats the world, and would deceive even God 
himself* Such wretches may bless themselves^ and 
good men, who are still fallible, may honor them ; 
but God^s soul loaths them* And hovf very uneli^* 
ble the circumstance, to live under the settled ab- 
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borrence of a holy anc} omnipotent God ? Your 
practice, hypocrite, declares this to be yo^ir choice, 
wiiatever the formal reasonings of your mind may 
be : and that you prefer such a condition to. any 
irays in which God m.ight discover kis U>l^vg kind^ 
nof, and tmder mercy* Aciions have a language 
,^» well as words* Yours speak thus : 9Mid is the 
character misapplied, when /o%.!U iiiiiGribe4 QD 
wch a conduct ? Again, 

2; You practically prefer dying accur^ed^ Do, %• 
st^ in thetord: which, further exposes your foUy-^ 
Faith $f> unites the christian to his God^.that a Sff^ 
paration is impossible even by that death, which 
sepatrates between soul and body. His li$e is a 
walking with God^ his death a resting Jrom labor^ and 
tieeping in Jems. He who was his gu^de 4q the 
grave, does in the very prospect of it disarofr ibe 
lant enemy, and support with bk rod and staff 
through the gloomy vale. When flesh is feioifciBg, 
.and heart failing, he is the strength of his heart 
whom he has chosen for his satisfying portion* A , 
hypocrite lives abhorred, and dies accursed of 
God. Death is to him the executioner of DiWae 
.vengeance : and the mere professor, is tkis hypo- 
crite. He can find no discharge from ihat war, 
nor assistance in it : but mu&t go^througfa<fA« hmr 
and struggle alone vnih the powers^ of dmimtsu 
Now, how deplorable the case, to have God look 
on as an enemy, when all creature helps are waUrs 
Hwi fmli and fhjfsidans of na mluii This yoii 
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choose^ This your practice proves td have > the 
preference with you, to all that a good man experi- 
ences in Ms last mDmeifts. HotT palpable tbe/o/- 

Naj^ haw. completely extravagant, when w« i«- 
member, • 

SV That you prefer the extremity of hell tor* 
ments, to all the joy, gloiy, and blessedness of th^' 
heavenly worlds A Christian has not fully re- 
ceived the good purchased and promised by his 
Saviour, when his body i^ lodged in the grave« 
All hitherto arc rather preparations for his h'appi- 
ness^and earnests of it,thaTi the thing itself. His soul 
does immediately pass into glory, to be swallowed 
lip of that immortality, and eternal life, which are 
brought to light in the gospel. And when the res- 
urrection state shall have fitted the body, which 
was sown in corruption, lor a reunion with a per- 
fected, glorified spirit, he shall Know in his entire 
person, what is contained in being kings and priests 
unto God forever, and blessed with eternal redemp* 
tion. A hypocrite is transmitted by death to the 
lowest hell ; the place where the worm dies not, 
and where the fire isnot.quenched. Nay, as if a 
common damnation came not up to the malignity 
of his guilt, nor ^id sufficiently express the dis- 
pleasure of God agajifist it, the Holy Ghost refers 
to the bypocriti^'s after-state, when he would con- 
, vcy to our minds the idea of perfected misery : 
Mat. xxiv. 51. The mere professor is this» bypo- • 
3* 
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ctjJjb; beciioosm tb^Ue down in • devouring' ffrr,. 
and to dwell with everlasting burningSi Yes, hi» 
practice testifies, that he loofa ^pon all tfcat hear- 
* en can furnish out, as a happiness that may strike 
the mind, as less to be desired* Thus he. calls 
darkness light, and light darkness; bitterness swmt,^ 
and stBtetness bilter. And what can discover fdly 
Ml. all ks extravagance, more than the account 
with which I have now entertained j'ou? 

Thus I have offered what I designed as to the 
first proposition, which *was this, viz^ that among 
such as make a profession of Christianity, very 
many are but mere professors. I have accounted 
for the thing, by letting you see the several springs 
which may influence to such a profession and yet 
r.€ver carry us further ; justifying our Saviour's 
remark, when he pronounces of all who set-out to 
meet him with lamps only, and no oil^ that they 
are foolish virgins* 

I shall close this discourse with the following 
practical reflections. Such as, 

1. Let us not draw conclusions to the pi:ejudicc 
of religion, from the miscarriages of such as pro- 
fess it. Religion is the greatest reality; it has a 
renewing and transforming virtue : but since, a 
professor and a Christian are not convertible terms, 
we should rather attribute the misconduct of those 
who bear the Christian name to their inexperience 
of the Christianity they profess, than to any defect 
' in^ft scheme which makes all such to be new crear 
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tures^'who tli9»roi^Ij ei||hrace iU'. I^all who as- 
sume the character wfere Christians ifidteed^they 
would live soberly, righteously, and godly, ia thfe - 
present world* Consequendy tte aiiscarriages of 
professors must be owing to their vmni'of religion : ' 
they have aelther rise nqr encouragcmeot from re* 
ligion itself* Unfair and incoticLusii^e as-^tbis sort 
of reasoning is, yet we find that it is dsBcowmmBk as it- 
is false. My t^xt exposes the mistake, and ac* 
counts. for the fallacy, when it tells us, that manjr 
who profess religion* are mtre professors. 

2* Let what has been said, caution us dgar^e'< 
i^ostigginau emptj'' profession of Christianity, how*-- 
ever specious or plausible it may be. In respect* 
of the divine acceptance, circumcision availeth not- 
any things neither uncircumcision^ but the new creatures- 
All the blessings of the everlasting covenant are 
suspended upon our believing in Christ, accepting 
him as he has freely offered himself in the gospel, 
conforming to his commands, which are hdy, just, 
and good. God never told us, we should have an 
interest in the contents of this covenant, if we did 
hut profess all this to the world. And what though 
we should be sainted by short sighted creatures 
like ourselves, while God cannot be deceived, and 
will not be mocked ? It will be but a little time, and 
the mask shall be taken off. At the tribunal of 
Christ every creature shall be manifested, naked, 
and opened; and how shocking the tbought of our 
being convicted of imposture there ? While others 
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build upon bay and stul^te, and t>niMrUin hopes 
which will end in confusion^ may we build upon a 
rock, that our house may stand, and our confidence 
have great r^p»mpence of reward. 

3. Bless God, Christian, who has made you a 
sound beKcvor, while th^re are so many cheats in 
the professing world. In resigning yourselves to 
be taught, pardoned, ruled, sanctified,and saved by 
him, you have abundantly approve^l your wisdom* 
As you are upon a better foundation than others^ 
and have more substantial encouragements than 
they, see that your dghteQusness exceeds theirs. 
Labor to grow in grace ; " and out of the good 
treasure of your heart, to bring forth good fruit." 
Then upon his saying, in the language of the pro^ 
mise, Behold I come quickly! you will be able to 
echo back again^ in the language o£ faith and hope,. 
Ameuy e%'cn so come Lord Jesus. 









SERMON II. 



iNFIRillTIES COmi&tESt WIfH THlS T^E TilUTH OF Gl^CI^. 



Wfibare showed in the foregoing discowne, 
that a profession of Chridtianitj may be sepa^ratod 
from real rital religion ^ and exposed iheir fpiUjl^ 
who content themselves with a nami to live while 
lliey are dead, or re^t in an empty, powerless form 
of godliness* These heads take in. what: wast it- 
tended by the firiU proposiiisOn laid down from Ibe 
text. We proceed to the 

IL Which was thist viz< thai the truth of Grace 
does not infer an absolutefreedom from infirmities. 

This observation is. founded upon that part ai 
the parable which informs us that *^ while the 
bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and slept.^' 
The charge is drawn up in common against the 
wise and the footlflshvirgBis; they all slumbered 
Imd slept. 

It is alike easy in regard of the divine power^ 
to form the new creature at once with the same 
perfection it shall attain to in heaven, as to work 
Ufl up to that perfection by degrees* When he 
implgntf^ (he pripctpU of ^ spiritual lif(p, he ceuld 
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in the same instant givefis the measure of the stat- 
ure of the fulness of Christ; Epb. iv. 13* It is 
• plain he can, l^cause he actually does all this ^ in 
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye ;" the work 
of sanctification being completed in the very article 
of dissolution, for every child of God. But how- 
ever pbssible this is in respect of God'fe powei',yct 
it is consistent with the perfection of his nature^ 
and answers more valuable ends^that we should 
grow ^ gradually into an holy tempte to the Lord ;^ 
and our goodness be as ^^the mornihg light, which 
shines more and more unto the perfect day.'' By 
disposing things into this order, God provides for 
his glory without the least hazard to oui» safety. 
What an (lonor is reflected particularly upon the 
wisdom,' the power, the goodness, and the faithful- 
ness of Ck)d, in that so small a spark is kept alive 
]Q the floods of temptation from> without, and Cor- 
ruption from within ? That it outlives aH opposi- 
tion ? " The smoking flax is not quench^ nor the 
bruised reed broken, until judgment !s brought 
forth to victory.'' Matt. xii. 20. Though iht 
grace of God, where it is communicated in truth, 
is an ^ incorruptible seed, which liveth and abideth 
for ever ;" though "many waters" cannot extinguish 
this celestial fire, "nor the floods^drown if;" yet since 
we are sanctified but in part, the presence of cor- 
ruption is consistent with the truth of grace. 

Our Lord pronounces of such, whom he allows 
to have been wise virgins (wise to salvation) that 
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even they had their slumVering and sleepmg sea* 
sons. If this could not have consisted with reat 
Christianity, is it to be supposed that he would have 
treated these as his children, and welcomed tbeia 
to heaven, as we know he did? This would be to 
give holy things to dogs, and to break through, 
those fixed rules, by which such favors as these 
are sus^pended, upon our being made partakers of 
a divine nature* 

It is probable that this particular circumstance, 
is left upon record, though not as an encouragiement 
to security, yet as a preservative against despair* 
That a consciousness of our own weakness might 
not hurry us into a harsh judgment of our spirit* 
ual state, though it should be improved as a motive 
to our walking humbly with God. 

I have, said tbu« much, if possible, to disabuse 
those timorous Christians, whom Satan deceives to 
their Kurt, when he teaches them to infer their be- 
ing hypocrites and castaways, from their not hav- 
ing already attained, and their not being already 
perfect. They falsely argue from tHe remaining 
presence of sin, to the absence of the grace of God j 
whereas the most that can be fairly concluded from 
this state of .things, is this, viz. That our grace is 
weak, when our corruptions are strong. Such 
hearty lamentations on the account of sin, and ear- 
nest desires of complete sanctification, are convin- 
cing proofs of our having grace in truth. Strong 
cries are as certain a sign of life as laughter and joy. 



'36 Wise and f&olhh * 

May God bless these hints to tte res(*ulng some 
mist&iken Christian out of this snare of the devil. 

The heads upon which J shall enlarge, in pursu- 
ing th« subject, are these which follow; viz. 

I. I shall endeavour ta e^tplain the charge 
summed up ih these few words, " they all slumber- 
ed and slept ;" show you what this signifies, as it 
is brought' against a real Christian ; and what it 
may import, as aflSrmed of a mere professor. If 
lies against both wise and foolish virgins at once, 
but signifies differently as applied to the one, iand 
to the other. 

II. We shall exafliirte what is meant by the 
bridegroom's tarrying, and how this becomes so 
powerftil a temptation to security and slumber. 

We will then apply this part of the subject. 

h I am to show you what this charge carries in 
it, that is advanced against both the wise and the 
foolish virgins, when our Lord says of them, that 
they sltitobered and slept. 

These phrases, ih their general acceptation, arfe * 
oppfosed to that watchfulness s6 often recommend- 
ed in the Scriptures, as furthering our souls' pros- 
perity t that wakeful, lively, and circumspect at- 
tendance to our work as Christians, which adorns 
the gospel, and contributes to the increase of 
our spiritual strength, and peace, and joy. Read, 
to this purpose, 1 Thess. v. 6, 7, fi. " Therefore 
let us not sleep as do others, but let us watch and 
be sober," &c. I tieed not multiply authorities. 
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This explicalion^ia supported by our Lord himself ^ 
ID my text) and he must be allowed to bAveknowii 
his owa meajiiog. I( wc compare the 5th wit|^ 
the l^th verse of this chapter, you wilKsee that he 
makes the slumbering^^' aad. sleeping of which be 
Speaks,' to be the reverse of tliat watchfulness, 
which consisted in a fixed expectancy of comingi 
and a religuJus preparation for it^ • 

But since a truly gracious person can never eome 
those lengths in this guilt, which maybe fact as to a 
merely nominal Christian, and slumber and sleep in 
the same sense as may be afiirmed af the other; I 
shall attempt to settle this point, and show you what 
we are to understand by it, when it refers to a cbild 
of God, and what when it is a charge against a mere 
hypocrite. 

[1.] When applied to a Chi'istian, it may intimate 
such things as these* 

(1.) An abatement of his first zeal for God. 
The soul is filled with lively and very strong work* 
ings of affections towards God, upon our first con- 
version. The tincture it then receives, and the bias 
that is then put upon it, can never wear off, yet, 
that love may be. at some times suspended* in re- 
spect of its exercises and actings, that js far from 
being extinguished in regard of its principle. When 
the church of Ephesus is reproved for having left 
her first love, this charge refers to interruptiom 
and decays as to the instances in which she had 
lormerly expressed her zeal ; it .supposes not as if 
4 
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the love of God were ceased, an^ had no more 
place among those famous professors : Rev. ii« 4* 
Thus God speaks te Jerusalem by the mooth of the 
prophet Jeremiah ; " I remember thee, (s^hh he) 
the love of thine espousals, when tHou went^st after 
me in the wilderness, in a land that was not sown," 
Jer. ii. 2. The time was, in which your love ap* 
peared a kind of transport, and hot as fire ; it could 
put you upon the most difficult and expensive ser- 
vices for me; you hesitated at nothing that might 
show that you loved me with a pure heart, and fer- 
vently i your love has t>f laic seemed to wax cold, 
as to several instances wherein it did formerly dis- 
cover itself. And in this sense may we understand 
that profession of the spouse to Christ, when she 
says, I sleep but my heart waketh. Cant. v. 2. if e. 
though I appear not to be such a lively, zealous 
Christian as at my first setting out, yet mine heart 
is right with God amidst all mine infirmities. I 
have love to God in the habit, though it shew not 
itself as before it did. There is life in the root, 
though I may be looked upon as a tree twice dead» 
. Who are Christians against whom Satan»has not 
thus had power, and prevailed ? dipt their wings ? 
dulled their spirits ? that comparing the present ev- 
idences and expressions of their love to God, with 
what at other times they have given, they have 
teemed to be invaded with a spirit of slumber ? or 
overrun even with the shadow of death. 
(2.) A child of God may fall from his first works, 
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as well as from bis first love, and this be aimed at 
when he is said to sluipber and sleep. The sloth 
and security which began in the heart, may quick- 
ly affect the life ; and the fruit follow the present 
condition of the tree. ^ 

^ There are these two instances in' which ibis 
drowsiness of soul towards duty will show itsel4 
viz. k 

As this prevails we shall find, 
1. That the law of God will appear less exceed- 
ignly broad ; and the whol#of our duty be brought 
within a narrower compass than formerly. At 
first, when conscience was tender, and "the love 
of God did constrain us," Christ's yoke was easy, 
and his burthen light. Christianity, in its utmost 
extent, appeared to be a reasonable'service. The 
convert paid tithe of mint, and anise and cummin, 
without neglecting the weightier matters of the law, 
judgment, mercy, and faith; Malt, xxiii. 23. Dq- 
ties of a personal obligation broke not in upon 
such as wore of a relative nature; nor did the 
respect shown to relative duties, excuse from such 
as were more directly personal. Private duties 
wei"e not allowed as pleas to the neglect' of public 
ones ; npr public made to stand in the place of 
pFi¥^te. Every cotnmnnd of God haying the same 
authority to bind it upon conscience, came effectu* 
ally recommended to it; atvd no duty appeared to 
be so little an pne, as that it might be overlooked 
with safety. But has not this first love cooled t 
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Satan played the world upon us with so much sue- 
cess, that each of us may say with the strictest re- 
gard to truth, ^ It is not with us as in years that 
are passed." IJare not these been our inward 
thoughts of many dutJts ? such for instance,' as 
daily, stated, solemn self-examination, and commun- 
ing with our own hearts, reading, m^itation, and 
private prayer. These duties formerly we durst 
not omit. ^' To what purpose is this waste ? Matt, 
xxvi. 8. As spiritual sloth has grown upon us, we 
have been apt to say of attendance to these and 
many other religious services, that it Avas being 
righteous overmuch : and have abridged our 
Christianity, lest it should thwart this flesh-pleas- 
ing demand ; " Yet a little sleep, and a little slum- 
ber, and a little ipore folding the hands to sleep:" 
Ppov. vi. 10. There are few thorough experienc- 
ed Christians, whose case at one time or other I 
have not now described ; and whenever it has been 
thu^ with us, we have been slumbering sleeping 
Virgins. 

2. Another instance in which this drowsiness of 
•oul towards duty will discover itself, is this, viz. 
we shall by degrees grow careless about the man- 
ner in which we discharge duty. While the soul 
has been wakeful amd lively, it has had a regard 
not only to the matter of duty, but to the temper 
and franoe of spirit in which it has been attended to* 
It has not been enough to yield it peace upon re- 
flection, that such and such services were not omit* 
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ted) if they have not been rightly performeci ; that 
$iii has been confessed, if the soul has not been 
bumbled and broken for it ; mercies acknowledg- 
ed, if love to God has not accompanied these ac* 
knowledgments, our gratitude been enlarged, and 
the soul confirmed in its dependence on God for 
(he future* The labor of the lips passes not for 
prayer, when the secret fervent desires of thje 
heart are not expressed hereby ; nor have we acr 
quitted ourselves to our own satisfaction in reading, 
hearing, meditation, if God has not been met with 
in these duties, by the soul which followed hard 
after him. We have been jeajous over ourselves 
with a godly jealousy, lest we miss what above all 
things we labored after, which is, that " whether, 
present or absent, we might be accepted of God," 
2 Cor. V. 9. 

When security and slumber invade, what care- 
lessness succeeds in the. place of our former cau" 
tion ? What lukewarmness instead of our wonted 
zeal ? God is put off with the lame and blind for a 
s^Krificcj .IS if it were of little or no consequence 
how we acted in religion, so that the work was 
done. How often has the world, and the things 
of it, thus entangled, and overcome us— *given our 
corruptions the advantage, so that when we have 
not dared wholly to neglect duty, we have gone 
about it with that sluggishness and indevotion, as 
if the God with whom we bad to do, were not « 
spirit ; or the service which he required, spiritual 
4* 
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.worship? Too frequently have we read, he&r<J, m6 
communicated thus out of frame ; been heedless, 
lifeless, our hearts not warii^ed in duty, and 
(which is worse) our sforrow not stirred for such 
trifling with a holy God. 

In these instances will the drowsiness of soul 
towards duty, of which w^ speak, discover itself; 
viz* it will tempt ws to abridge our Christianity, les- 
sen the number of duties to whiiih we are obliged, 
and make us heedless as to the manner of discharg- 
ing such as we still believe to be duties* 

3. Slumbering and sleeping when applied to 
a Christian, may signify not only falling from his 
first works, but falling into some gross sin* Though 
all who have escaped the pollutioris bf the world, 
are not again entangled and overcome; yet God 
has left some such to themselves, that they might 
see the evil that is in them, and instead of being 
high-minded, might fear. David and Peter arc 
monitors of the frailty of human nature. Their 
story proves that true grace may subsist where 
there are many and very strong corruptions^ and 
that a soul most truly wakeful, vigorous^ and ac- 
tive, may in a small compass of time be not only 
in a slumbering way, but so thoroughly asleep, as 
that all action as a Christian ceases. It is but 
rarely that any are thus surprised, whom God has 
apprehended as his own; and when they are, such 
as are born of God do not sin as others : their seed 
abiding in them, they cannot do sin, because they 
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are born of God* I mean, that they cannot sin 
with the same consent of will, with the same re^ 
morseiessness upon reflectk>n, with the same fre- 
quency on perseycrance : 1 John iii. 9. Thefr 
slips are accidental, and when they fal], they quick* 
ly rise again. It is impossible that they should 
backslide with a perpetual backsliding, or draw 
back to perdition; they are eventually safe from 
the counsel and covenant of God, and shall be kept 
to salvation by his mighty power. 

In these respects, may even the wise virgins l^e 
said to slumber and sleep. They may abate in 
the liveliness of their afieclion towards God, be 
less impaKial in their obedience, grow formal and 
careless in the manner of discharging duty, by 
dropping their guard, be surprised into presumptu- 
ous sin* Thus far may they decline and miscarry, 
in whom tht root of matter is : who shall be recov- 
ered by grace, and glorified in heaven ; for these 
wise virgins awoke from their slumber, were ready 
at the bridegroom's approach, and went with him 
in to the marriage. 

[2.] I am next to open the import of these phra- 
ses, as they are applicable to mere profssors ) for 
it is observed of the foolish virgins, as well as the 
wise, that they slumbered and slept. 

Considering the charge as ^advanced against 
these hypocrites, it may suggest such things as 
these. 
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1.^ Their forbearing their former care, even to 
be thought religious. The mei-e professor answers 
all his ends, by an outside show. He aims at 
* nothing which is not to be' secured by ^his having 
a name to live. Accordingly, while he atts con- 
sistently with himself, he sits before God, as his 
people do. ffe ope^ a Christian, treading in his 
steps as far as this may be done, and he an hypo- 
crite still. He must be at some expense, though it 
is not grea/, who woiild pass for religious; for not- 
withstanding that our hearts are exempt from the 
remarks of the most inquisitive eye, and are not to 
be judged by man's judgment, yet men will form 
sentiments in our favor, or otherwise, as we do or 
do not keep up the face of religion. Now, when 
such as were famous for walking to the view af 
the world blameless, tire of this affected tenderness ' 
and scrupulosity, instead of that fictitious zpal by 
which ihey deceived many, indulge in a coldness, 
leoseness, and obvious disregard of what they seem- 
ed to pursue with a fervor of mind, they may be said 
to slumber and sleep; for they arc the reverse of 
what they themselves were, while upon the watch 
for deceiving the world. And considering these 
persons as destitute of an inward fixed respect to 
God, notkin;]; less than which can keep the soul 
steady, is it strange if they run into absurdities in 
practice ? Where nothing higher than a view to 
reputation makes a man a professor, can we won- 
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der if in many instances he should act ifl contra- 
diction to a principle, which he may be dfepo^ed 
to alter or despise in many instances I 

Though the Iboliih virgins of whom our Lord 
speaks, set out to appearance with a view to the 
meeting the bridegroom, it is pi'ohable that from a 
regard to their ill management of this profession, 
their wearying of the measures by which it w^is ta 
be supported with credit, and iodifferency about 
the reflections of mankind upon their remiss* 
ness, he brings them into the number of such as 
slumbered and slept. 

2. There may be intimated in this charge, that 
such do throw off the disguise, and die apostates 
after a plausible profession. This intcrpFetalioiT 
is favoured by what occurs in the eighth verse of 
this chapter, where it is said of the foolish virgini, 
that their lamps were gone out. Their lamps nwiy 
signify their profession 5 the bridcgroom'is coming, 
Christ's summoning them by death to judgment : 
consequently, their lamps being out at his coming,, 
their dying apostates. Demas carried on a show 
of Christianity, while it served his purpose, who 
made religion but a means to an end truly sordid 
and base 5 and when it.appeared unlikely that he 
should get any more by the name, he reserves to 
be no longer called a Christian. • He» qOits the 
cause at once, through a predominant love to the 
present world : 2 Tim. iv. 10. fchrist foretold -such « 
«ort of Christians, who for a while should believe, 
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' or pretend to believe, but in the tinie of temptation 
should fall awey: Luke viii. 13. And the apostle 
to the Hebrews supposes this to be a possible case, 
as to such who came many lengths further, than 
barely taking up the Christian name ; though he 
prxMiounces the recovery of such to he impossible* 
Some may be enlightened, says he, taste of the heav- 
enly gift, be partakers, in a lower, sense, of the Ho- 
ly Ghost, they may have had a kind of relish of 
tfaegopd word ofGod, felt the powers of the world 
to come, and yet fall away, so as not to be renew- 
ed again by repentance ; Heb, vi. 4, 5, 6. This is 
slumbering with a witness, yes, it is sleeping the 
sleep of death. 

What has been said may suffice for explaining 
this part of the subject, in which it is observed of 
both the wise, and foolish virgins, that they slum- 
bered and slept. We have consifiered wherein the 
nature of this charge lies^ and what it carries in it 
as it is advanced against Christians, and as it is 
brought agirinst hypocrites, or mere professors. 

This was the first general head. 

II. We will enquire what is meant by the bride* 
groom^s tarrying, and how this comes to l)c so pow» 
efful a temptation to st^curity and slumber. " While 
the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and 
slept.*^ . • 

I might say, that the eternal Son ol God did emi- 
nently come into' our world, when the Word was 
made flesh, and* d^\ elt amongns. As^ a view to our 
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good brought him hilher, so he left us with a design 
of prompting our best interests. And to complete 
that gracious purpose, he has engaged to come a 
second time to our salvation, u e. solemnly to ad* 
judge us to, and possess us of it. Heb. ix. 28. ^This 
vision is for an appointed time, but at the end it 
shall spe^k, and shall not lie ; though it tarry^ yet 
should we wail for it, because it will surely come :'* 
Hab* ii. 3. But beside the coming of Christ in hit 
incarnation, and his coming upon the consummation 
of all things, as the judge of quick and dead, the 
Scriptures hint at another coming of Christ, viz. at 
death : which time, to such as it ovectakes, is equiv* 
alent to the end of the world. Our Lord may have 
this in his thoughts, when he speaks of the house- 
holder's return from his journey, and the bride- 
groom's coming; and the apostle Paul when he 
says to the Christian Hebrews, yet a little while^ 
and he that shall come, will come, and will not tar- 
ry } Heb* X. 37. 

Now his tarrying intimates the abultdant exer- 
cise of his patience towards his creatures in a trial 
state : his forbearing to execute sentence speedily, 
' and call them to give an account of thtir stexoardr ^ • 
$kip. And the text may be designed to inform us 
what usually falls otit in the course of things, dur- 
ing such an interval; th^ infirmiliea of Chliitians, 
the instability and unsettlodness of hypocrites; the 
first declire, the other apostatize. This remark 
is founded upon the manner %f expression, that 
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White the hridegrootn tarriedyihey/M slumbered and 
^kpU . * 

But it is not improbable thftt this tarrying of the 
bridegroom is- designed to point trs to what 
they made an occasion of their slumber 5 or what 
proved, through their abuse of ; it, a powerful and 
too effectual temptation to it* 

I will take it in this light, and endeavour to »€'<> 
count for the thing. We may offer this in the 

1st place, That the matters of religion appear to 
be of peculiar solemnity . and importance, while 
they are conversed with wider the; apprehension 
of approaching death. A man cannot trifle in du- 
ty, be ea«y with a wandering, confused, or drowsy 
spirit, while this thought is uppn his mind, vi^. I 
am nearer the end af my work, and as near my 
reward ; these duties will be called over in public 
a very short while hence, either to my praise or 
confusion, as 1 have been hearty in what I have 
done, or attended the work of the Lord negligent- 
ly. A mere hypocrite, i^ho is in the gall of bitter- 
ness' and bond of iniquity^ eveh ht will keep up his 
profession, and abound in external services, white 
his mind feels the force of this awful JLhoug ht. Add, 

2* That this world, and the things of it, have a 
vast advantage over x]*s, when we believe that our 
Lord has deferred his coming, and put the evil day 
ftr from us. As we nevtr converse so falsely wkh 
things seen and temporal, as when we do it, per- 
suade^ that we s&ail quickly i- leave thetn ; so it it 
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scarce possible, but that thpy should injure u^, 
when we have to do with .them uader the preju- 
^ce of this false reasoning : where is th^ promise 
of his coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they were^ from the beginning 
of the creation : ? Pet. \\u 4. This represents the 
i^bjectsi which su;rround us in a false light, decks 
them with enchanting charms ; the mind goes after 
them with a sort of restless desire, ^s if there were 
a happiness at length found put, in what we hither- 
to falsely called empty and vain. May not this 
forfeit the presence and aids of that spirit, whose 
departure, if continued, would not only impoverish . 
the soul, but prove the death of it ? Conversing 
with this world as an abiding city^ has a stupifying 
quality in it ; and although we live as those who 
are looking for the coming of the great God our 
Saviour, Q»ir souls will prosper, and this earth be 
trodden, under our feet; yet we shall be poor 
Christians (slothful, heavy, sleepy Christians) if we 
are once wrought into an inexpectancy of the com- 
ing of pur Lord. 

Now, is a Christian thus endangered by being 
thus circumstanced ? and can it surprise us that the 
hypocrite, who may, endure for a while, does at 
length wither away, when he has no root in him ? 

For the application of this part of the subject, 
let me say, 

1. What we have heard teaches us how unwar- 
rantable that judgment is, which we form of a man's 
5 
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spiritual estate, from some few remarkable inci- 
dents in his life. A person may do tnsmy good 
actions, who is not a good man; fetnother may be 
truly gracioiis, who acts in some respects very un- 
like a Christian. We find that slumbering and 
rfeeping did not forfeit the character of wise vir^ 
gins, to those against whom the charge was truly 
laid. This was an acad^n^a/ infirmity, whereas for 
the general^ their lives were ordered according to 
God's w^ord. Christ could look them through, and 
he discovered Jire tinder the ashes ^ ^race amidst so 
amazing corruptions : and pronounces tho^e to be 
wise, whom we should have stigmatized as foolish 
virgins. But, remember that this doctrine is abus* 
ed, if it is made either a temptation to sin, or an 
encouragement to our bfeing more easy in it. When- 
ever this is the case with us, it makes it no hard 
matter to judge of our condition God-ward : such 
a temper being the reverse to what he himself has 
told us is to be found in his children. ' 

2. Let us habituate ourselves to the thoughts of 
Christ's coming, as a preservative against slumber- 
ing Christianity. However remote from our time 
the conflagration of this visible frame of nature 
may be, and our Lord's coming to dispatch the af- 
fair of the genecal judgment, yet tfUs night may 
your soul or mine be required at dtif hands ; the 
Judge may he nigh us, eoen at the door. In amnh 
tfunt we go damn to iht grave; and it will be the 
end of the world to us, when we are gathered t» 
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our long home* Did we see that our feet stood in 
such sljppery places, that in the midst 0f lift vh are 
in decUh^ not a hand's breadth between us and the 
grave, even while we 8\re in our best estate ; ^^what 
manner of persons should we be, in, all holy con* 
versation and godliness ? doing whatever our hands 
find- to do, with all our might, lest coming sudden- 
ly, he should find us sleeping ?'' 

The propriety and aptitude of this . means are 
obvious upon the slightest reflection. Mak« con- 
scien<:e of using it as you would not, 

(1.) Bring a reproach upon the, Redeemer's 
name and cause* Religion is wounded by the unn 
WaVy and uncircumspect deportment of its votaries, 
and if we have ingenuous spirits, it will touch us 
to the qi^ick. to think that the good ways of God 
are blasphemed upon our account. When a Chris* 
tian's loye appears to be waxed cold, by his gi?ow- 
tng weary in well dping, when there are spots ia 
his life, who should be blameless, harmless, and 
shine as a light . in the world ; these things bring 
up an evil report of the master and the work he 
has chosen. Mca V(ho have never experienced its 
power, will say that there is nothing in religion, 
and that such tire of it, who have made the utmost 
trial; and when he comes to have conscience thpr* 
^ oughly awakened, this will prove to the Christian 
as. an iron Irhat enters, into his soul. Guard against 
this inconvenience, by inuring the mi»d to a dail;^ 
looking for Christ* 
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(2.) Fall in with this advice, as you would not 
perplex and embarrass the affairs of your soul. 
By giving way to a spirit of slumber, you not only 
iirjure religion, but greatly hurt yourselves. You 
cannot tell where this will stop ; though of this you 
may be certain, it will cost you very dear before 
you are restored whence you have fillen. You 
shall find it an evil thing and a bitter, that you look- 
ed cold upon God, or behaved in his work as 
though you were to serve him for nought Now 
did any man ever yet hate his own flesh, and not 
rather nourish and cherish it? If you would avoid 
his punishment, keep yourselves clear of the slum- 
bering Christian's guilt ; and if you would be inno- 
cent of this great transgression, accustom yourselves 
to the thought, and live in the expectation of 
Christ's coming. 

Blessed is that servant j whom when he comes^ he shall 
find in such a posture. He will publicly applaud 
his vigilance and fidelity; make him ruler over 
much, who was faithful over a little, adjudging him 
to enter into his master's joy. But if a pretended 
servant of his shall say in his heart, my lord de- 
layeth his coming; and presuming upon this, shall 
abandon himself to libertinism and excess, ^ ^ 
lord of that servant shall come in a Jay when he 
looked not for him, and in an hour which he is not ' 
aware of, and shall cut him in sunder,^ appointing 
him hh portion with the hypocrites : there shall be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth*'* 
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WHEN WE THINK NOT, THE LORD COMETH. 



You have seen, that the presence of sin m^ycon- 
sist with the truth of grace; that the wise virj^ips 
have their siumbcriug seasons as well as the foolish ; 
and that the bridegroom's tarrying is abused both 
by the one and the other, as an oqcasion of^ ^nd 
temptation to, this particular sin. 

These heads comprehend all we aimed at 
under the second proposition. We go on to the 

III. Prop, mentioned from these words, which 
was this, viz* That Christ often comes to our 
particular judgment,, at the time wherein he was 
least looked' for. 

I gather this from what occurs in the sixth verse 
ofthis chapter,, where the vords arc these, viz. 
^' At midnight there was a cry made, behold the 
bridegroom cometh l.go ye out to meet him«'^ 

It is pl%in t^at our Lorc^ pursues the allusion to 
..the Jewish cpstom in thejr^ marriages, of which I 
tool^ notice when we first entered upon tl)» parabla* 
*rhe bride elect continudd in herrf^thrr's hot^e^aQd 
made not the leaU advance. tAW9cd» her^^pOMftf); 
4* 
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thfe Would have been reckoned an indecent for-' 
wardness, and a forfeiture of the woman^s modesty; 
but upon notice given of hi& approach, the virgins 
who were in waiting, went forth with their lamps, to 
conduct him to the house, where she expected his 
arrival. He caraef early in the night, but we are 
told that in ihis case the usual time wad passed, 
and all ^thoughts of his coming at an end ; they 
indulge in slumber and sleep, and at this very junc- 
ivlte are roused with the cry, " behold the bride- 
groom Cometh!" at midnight, when they haddoite 
^vatching and expecting, and concluded that they 
might safely venture to sleep on and take their 
rest; in the hour of which they thought not, he 
Cometh. 

Some will hstve the coming of Christ, which is 
hfere spoken of, to be his appearancef in the last 
judgment. They make this midnight cry to be 
the alarm that shall be given by the voice 'of an 
archangel, and the trump of God, for such as are 
in their graves to come forth. They'refer to that 
description of the apostle Paul, which he gives 1 
Theirs, iv. 16. Admitting this passage to be capa- 
ble of such an interpretation, yet it breaks not in 
upon our Lord's design, to suppose that he points 
in these words at his coming in the article of death, 
to end bur state of trial, and entfer us into the 
world of recompenses and rewards. His coming' 
to us at death, is in a great measure equivaleitt to 
kb coming at judgment; for then are we htippyor 
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tniserabIe,'&ccording to the different qualities of our 
past actions in life, though at judgmeiit our state is 
.publicly and unchangeably fixed, and we shall ex- 
perience an increase of pleasure or pain upon the 
t-esurrection of ihe body : so that nothing forbids 
our attending to our Saviour^s words, as looking 
this way in the purport of them : I mean to his 
coming by death t^ our particular judgment. 

That this particular judgment is no farther dff 
than the time of ot^r dcaith, is sufficiently intimated, 
when the Scriptures mentioti our being present 
with the Lord, as what is immediately the Chris- 
tianas case upon his being absent from the body ; 
and add his lifting up his eyes in hell, as what im- 
mediately followed upon the wicked man's death. 
Compare 2 Cor. v. 8. with Luke xvi. 22, 23. 

I shall therefore pursue this as the suliject con- 
tained in this part of the parable, viz. that Christ 
often comes by death to our particular judgment, 
when we are least thoughtful of his conring. 

In prosecuting which, we will attend to this 
method: 

I. Endeavor to support this remark, by showing 
you what foundation it has in the Scriptures. 

IL Inquire whence it comes to pass, that un-^ 
thoughtfulness qf death is so general a failing. 

III. Expos? the folly of growing thoughtless and 
secure in this instance. 

We will then improve this part of the subject in 
a practical way. 
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I. I am tp justify this remark, ■ by shewing you 
;what foundaliaa Jt has in the holy Scriptures/ viz. 
That Christ usually comes to call us to an Recount, 
when we teasl expected his cpmiog. I do not 
say, that all are surprised, out of time, into eternity. 
Paul had learnt to die daily, iCor. xv. 31. and 
many have actually attained what Peter recom- 
mended to the Christian* of his day, lived in all 
holy conversation and godJir^ss, looking for, and 
hasting unto the coming of the day of God : 2 Pet. 
iii. 11, 12. We only say tjiat.it is common for 
men to be called to die, when they are pleasing 
themselves with the prospect of a long life. A- 
few particular exceptions endanger not the truth . 
of this general observation. 

How abundantly does our Lord himself support 
this, when he says, ''As the days- of Noah were, so 
shall also the coming of the Spn of man be. For 
as in the days of Noah which were before the flood, 
they wereealing and drinking, marrying and giv- 
ing in marriage, until the day that Noah, entered 
into the ark, and knew not until the flood came and 
took them all away ; so shall also the coming of 
the Son of man be :" Mat. xxiv. 37, 38, 39. At 
the 43d verse of the same chapter he compares it 
to the thief coming in a watch of the nigbt,^ in 
which the good man of the house thought himself 
secure ; of which he knew noU And (not to multi- 
ply quotations,) our Lord elsewhere asserts, that 
this day shall come upon men unawares^ and that as o 
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tnareit shall co^e an all them who dwell on the face 
of the earth: Luke xxi. 34, 35. The bird would 
not ]>e taken in the snare did she know it, and 
look for it ; but is then entangled, when least ap- 
prehensive of danger. 

You will object, perhaps, that the^ passages re- 
fer to the general judgment, and so are not proper- 
]j adyanced in the present case. As to Ibis, let 
me sajr, that they will hold good when applied to 
Ohrist^s coming to our particular judgment, as well 
as when supposed to respect the last and general 
one ; otherwise the parable of the foolish rich man 
in the gospel is wrong, even as to the very %cope 
and design of it* 1 shall repeat as. much of that 
parable as is needful to our purpose. This, it 
seems, was the resolution taken by that stupid 
worldling, — ^ 1 will say to my soul, soul, thou hast 
much goods laid up for many years, take thine 
ease, eat, drink, and be merry; but God said to 
him, Thou fool, this night shall thy soul be requir- 
ed of thee:'' Luke xii. 19, 20. i. e, Tboa art pro- 
viding for futurity, and because thine estate may 
hold out for many years' revels, art fool enough to 
imagine that death must be at a vast distance ; but 
you may never be nearer dying, than when the 
grave is most out of sight : this is thy case, for 
you talk of living and rioting for years to come, 
whereas this night you shall die. 

Certainly when we are commanded to watch, 
and watt foi' his coming, this can mean no other 
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than Christ's coming by death: and yet tMsi» 
urged upon us frequently in Scripture from that 
consideration, which amounts to all we assert, vi:^* 
Christ-s coming (in this way) at a day and hour 
we looked not for : see Matt. xxiv. 4S* Mark xiii* 
35, 36^ 37.. Why is this dottrine carried through 
the gospel? the same ca«e stated, over ai^d .over 
again, if this were not fact?*^pne of importance t(> 
be set right about, though a truth which ourininds 
do not, without difficulty fall under the force and 
influence of? - 

IL Let us now, inquire whence it com^.to pass, 
that unthoughtfulness.of death is so general' a faiU 
ing^ and the .coming of Christ at a time in whicb 
we looked not for it. His coming, can never be 
unsafe to a gracious person, though in some cjr'^ 
cumstances it moy be te^s agreeable than in oth^ 
CIS. Habitual preparation they have, when bor» 
of God ; and upon their believii^, are included in 
that covenant, which makes their salvation absO'-^ 
lately safe* But be must be acti^alty ready, wha 
would sing of victory in the last conflict, and re* 
joice upon his finding the grave. Among other 
things which make up this actual preparation, a 
lively and affecting prospect of Chri&l's comings 
and a patient waiting for it, are no small ingredi- 
ents. We do not mean, therefore, when we speak 
of Christ's surprizing us by death, that this is ev^ 
lione so as to put a regenerated pei'SQn's well*being 
for eternity into the least ha^^d ; but wh^n ,he 
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comes, and not looked for, a good man may want 
hope in his death, anda sinner is in the way of 
being' irrecoverably lost. 

Now the case being stated in this light, I pro- 
ceed to show you what account may be given of 
the reasons of so general an infatuation: that 
though The Uvingknow that they must die^ yet it is 
do common both to good men and bad, to indulge 
in a forgetfulness of their great change. And 

1* There is a natnral desire of life, that is a part 
of puF constitution ingood men and bad ; this hin- 
ders us as to a serious, prevailing expectancy of 
Gbrist^s coming* Death considered as the disso- 
lution of the present frame, as the divorcing two 
such' intimates as soul and body, as leaving what 
we see, and have long pleasurably enjoyed, to enter 
intodn unseen eternal world, has somewhat- in it 
ungrateful and shocking to nature. Where that faith 
hsfrongy which is the evidence of unsun things^ there 
may remain some sort of a dislike of death ; and 
'ki proportion to the weakness of this faith, we 
shall feel still more the force of this universal law. 
Our incarnate Redeemer was not without some 
seeming abhorrency of death, as an enemy to nahirtj 
though bis human will yields to the divine, con- 
sidering it as a necessary act 'of obedience, and 
essential to his discharge of the Mediatorial char^ 
acter. Now, we, do not frequently, &nd of choicOi 
converse with what has somewhat so disagreeble 
to OS in it, considering us imder tbe power of this 
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univenal law of nature* By begettkig^is to the 
hopes of a better life, grace contribuies towards 
weaning us from this ; but Mill, while jre are in the 
body, we shall experience this amosg other, incon* 
vcniencies of an embodied estate, viz. we ^hall 
find it hard to keep ourselves in. a lively, cheerful, 
constant expectation of what is, and will be r^senifiKl 
as a sore trial to flesh and blood* We are in 
danger, 

b Of accounting these thoughts needless, while 
in an established and flourishing' state of hiealth. 
No man can be so abandoned^ as to conclude that 
be is immortal, because as y^t he feel$ notahe 
pangs and agonies, which are 4he harbingers of 
death ; but the best are too prone to think tliat 
death is at a distance, while they neither see nor 
feel any. thing like the forerunners of that last en- 
^my- While their breasts are full of milk, aad 
Jheir bones of marrow, they go forth to their la- 
bor as giants refreshed with wine : so full ian en- 
joyment of life, sets them above any apprehen- 
sions o( death. At least they may believe that 
they shall die, yet they conclude that there are 
many stages between them and the' house appoint- 
ed for all the living. Tke wise man intimates the 
forces of this temptation, that it works, and too of- 
ten prevails in this way, when he says in a satire 
upon such indiscretion, ^' Rejoice, Q young man, in 
thy youth) let thine heart che^r thee in the days 
of thy youth ; walk in the ways of thine heart, and 
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in tlie sight of thine ejei : but know thou^ that for 
all these things God will bring thee into judgment, 
Ekcles* xi. 9. Though you may allow that grey 
bdir« and thojgrave should be well acquainted^ 
tb»t are m a constant nearness to one another ; yet 
you reckon that youth and judgment may be leM 
ivtimiate : as if there were such a certain length to^ 
be run, before you could meet the grave. And 
who of us has not been more or less ensnared by 
the same erroneous way of thinking ; sxid in the 
prime and vigour of life, thought it a sort of imper- 
tinciiee to converse with a winding-sheet^ and 
dwiell among the ruins of a grave ? 

2. As the natural desire of life implanted in each 
of us, makes the thought of death appear improper 
in the time of health ; so it makes it unpleasant on 
a bed of languishing. They who have learned to 
believe, that our life is but a vapour, and that we 
are crushed as easily as the moth, will find it less 
difficult to bear* in fact, what they have often suf- 
ftrtd in speculation ; deliberately, seriously, and 
&t choice, done so. But a good man little used to 
I this mental converse with the grave, will be apt to 
look into it with reluctancy, when brought mom 
in view. Instead of Paul's desire to depart, he will 
choose pious David's prayer, " spare me, that I 
may recover strength, before I go hence, and be no 
more ;" Ps, xxxix. 1 3. We'ha ve many times sticn 
tbis desire of life express itself, even where tbt 
hopes of life have ^ been taken awdy; and tlie 
6 
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Christian brought, with ejLtreme difficulty, to enter* 
taia the sentence of death in himself. 

Now, does not this account in some measure for 
Christ's coming when we least expected it ? lo 
health the thought has appeared improper, in sick- 
ness unpleasant; we are unwilling to believe what 
we wish to be untrue, and so may be tempted U> 
build upon life, till the arrow strike us through the 
liver. 

3. There is something in the texture of our nar 
tures, which makes them capable of impressions 
from what is present and sensible, to the prejudice 
of such an expectancy of Christ as is our duty* 
They came not so out of the hands of God ; he 
made them upright ; but ever since we fell from 
him, there has been a cleaving to the creature, 
which, like a sort of contagion, has infected the 
whole human race. Christ came into the world, 
as the restorer of the apostacy ; and with a partic- 
ular view to the bringing us back again, from the 
creature to God. Where his grace has savingly 
apprehended any, this design of his incarnation is 
in part accomplished to them ; the stream of. their | 
affections is altered, and they are renewed in the 
spirit of their minds : but how many eccentrical mo- 
tions, to let them know, that what is perfect is not 
yet come ? 

Whatever are their circumstances in life, they will 
show, at some time or other, that they arenotthor. 
oaghly cured of this deep an^ hereditary illness. 
For, 
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(1.) The afBuence of this world^s good of 
betriays us into an unacquaintedness with ddath^ 
and the grave. The rich man did not say, Soul, 
take thine ense, indulge in pleasure, discharge all 
thoughts of death, live merrily for years to come, 
until he was a rich man ; his abundance greatly 
increased, that he knew not where to bestow his goods. 
The more delightful his circumstances, the greater 
bis unwillingness to leave such a goodly heritage ; 
and so weak was he, as to reckon upon it, that be- 
cause he could not be quickly brought to a liking 
•f death, he should not bejsuddenly disturbed by 
iU If a prosperous state were not attended with 
special temptation, Christ would not have carried 
the point so far, as to pronounce it next to impossi- 
ble for a ri^ man to enter irUo the kingdom of Heav- 
en ; Mat.'xix. 24. Nor had Agur's wish discover- 
ed sa great wisdom, when he prefers food conve- 
nient to the most exuberant fulness ; Prov. xxx. 8. 
How many fools, t. e. sinners, has prosperity de - 
stroycd ! It has furnished out such a variety of 
amusements to engage the mind, that no time or 
» place has been left for those thoughts, that have 
been of the most important nature. They supposed 
that the mountain should never be moved, which 
stood firm for the present ; and while they have 
been building tabernacles here, as in a city that 
had foundations, have seen the band writing upon 
the wall : reganlless of death till actually under 
hvB arrest. And hare not good men shown the 



(fhen we think noiy * 

, of their natures when raised to those 

J where but few can maintain their staQdingf 

4j have grown indolent when their situatioji 

was easy: stHM on their kcs^ when they had n9 

lunges ; and got the spirit of the world with its 

plenty. 

These things engage the mind, they are goodt 
they are present, we see them, taste them, baadle 
thisffl ; and how ofticn have they made things iafi- 
oitcly greater and better, abate as to their wc»rth 
and importance, purely as invisible, distant, and 
future ? I look upon this as one of the ipost dan- 
gerous snares in a prosperous circumstance, Uiat k 
is apt to make us forget that we are dying crea-- 
tares ; and as this thought, while it commands the 
mind, will invigorate our obedience, itwill be lame 
and defective in proportion as oar minds cease to 
be under the impression of this thought* Bui, 
(2.) Crosses and disappointments in the world are 
improved by Satan and our own wicked hearts, to 
keep us strangers to dying work. Our gaviour tells 
us thus much, when, Luke xxi« 34. be says, take 
heed to yourselves, lest at any time your hearts be 
overcharged with surfeiting, and drunkenness, and 
the cares of this life, (^uQifivais^ anxious, perplexing, 
distracting cares) and so that day come -upon you 
unawares. It seems, by our Lords caution direct- 
ed to his disciples, that good men are not out of 
danger of sensuality, in a soft and^easy way of 
life ^or of excessive soIicltudotibQui worldly things, 
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when th^y are kept with a itraighter h^nd. 
it is as obvious from this passage, that intemperate 
care about getting or keeping the world, as much 
unfits us for dying like Christian^^ as an intemper- 
ate enjoyment of it» There is a tboughtfuln^ 
for the morrow that is er^uraged bjr religion,*. that 
interferes not with the Christian character; no, it 
rather beautifies and recomme^ids it; but to give a 
proper measure of heed and attention to these 
things, to avoid the two criniinal extremes, here is 
the graixd diiOScuIty. Says a. goo(), mao i( G^ 
bless me to recover from my present straits, and 
again brings my feej into a plain path, I hope I 
shall, serve him with less distraction ; but at pres- 
e|it a. care about the world, which I i^annot shake 
off, follows me whithersoever 1 go, and mingles it- 
self with all the actions of my life. Satan works 
upon the corruption of our natures, by the present 
posture of things ;/and dpes he not succeed, to the 
keeping the mind in a continued Jiurry about moi;e 
useful and comfortable life, till the thought pf dying 
is by degrees, worn out of the m.ind, as thpugh pov- 
erty had made nien immortal ? 

You see, that the afBuence of this world charms 
the mind, into an unthoughtfulness of death ; its 
straits and difficulties §o busy it about a . sup- 
ply, that it is as much in danger of forgetting the 
one ihing needful this way* There is no circum- 
stance of life .whvch furtusbes DOt avocations from 
this point, and does not lielp t« betray us into um 
♦6 
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..ndfirlftiss of Chrisl's cemingi^ Andlfcas fafr'w^' 
are wrottgbt into an unfitness for being found of 
ftim in peace. 

leaving proved that Christ usually comes t\'hon 
1fe& le^st looked for his coniing, and grven you 
som^e general account whence It is that tbi%,hap- 
peni (o be so ; I am now, ' 

III. To expose the folly of this conduct, upon 
whomsoever jjt i^ Q^argeablct 

This point will be quickly issued, iif you will ad- 
mit the pariiculars which iollow. Such as, 

1. Death is not less certain, or less near, by your 
forgetting that' you are dying creatures* Were it 
only a p'osf^ible thing that you might die, it would 
fthew weakn^^ss to overlook an event so.vc;ry mo* 
mentous, though barely possibfe. Allowing It to 
be probable, the folly is aggravated. Btit can it 
be less thart^downright madness, to live thoughtless 
of death, when it is certain that we must die ? ^Vhen 
there is an unalterable statute oFHeaven, by which 
this is appointed unto all mein t Heb. ix. 27. Were 
our death fixed upon the revolution of so many 
ages^ it would be les$ a forfeiture of our wisdohi 
though it abode not continually upon the imagination 
of the thoughts of our hearts. Were there so many 
preliminaries to be settled, before which it could 
ttot make the attack, notice of which tvas to be giv- 
en in form, thi? would abate the indiscretion, though 
we did soihetimes discharge that painfol thought 
from our minds,; but may my next breath be my 
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iast ? Ghrifit come without tfcis pitiattibk ?• a^ 
itrike m6 into the gravfe, wbcn 1 thought myself^ 
furthest from ft ? It is folly then that will admit 
tKi aUeviation, if I live as if that would not reath 
JB1€ ina year, that may .overtake me in amoftienj,. 
and settle vhy soul's state for eternity. And, 

2. Though deiath is neither less certain, no^ 
near, by forgetting it, yet it may hereby ht \tst 
^afe and comfortable. All rg)entance which ii|: 
'fiindere and lieai-ty, is saving;; but wc cannot sif 
that all lale repentance is sinci?re4 The foolish: 
virgins were foi» trimming their lamps, when they 
heard that the bridegroofia was come; every poor 
wretch is for doif)g his best to gel into some sort 
bf readiness, when he' sees hteself about to ap- 
pear before God : but itiy text tells us, that those 
anhappy creatures, whom we find in such a hurry 
to set themselves off as Christ's friends, were shtrt 
out, and publicly disowned by him. To how 
plain a hazard do (hey put their eternal safety, 
who leave the work of making their peace with 
God to ia fleath bed? t. e. put it off till they have 
nothing else lo do ? when many have scarce time 
to say Lord sai)t nic, between life and death? 
How weak, to lay a schenie, and trust a soul and 
eternity upon it, when the odds are morfeihan ten 
thousand to one, whether ever it will bear? To 
build all our hopes upon what is to be done wheii 
we com« to die ; whereas, beside that wc kiiow 
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' . we shall have the exercise of reason 

.ick bed, and are much less assured of the 

.(,'S assistance to work in us the repentance 

.idifaith) without which we cannot be.saVejd: 
there would be nothing new in the ca^e, supposing 
that we perceived not that w^ werie skk^ till in the 
arms of death. I observed before, that a Chri^Uan's 
safety is not endangered, though his Lord should 
come,4vhen he looked not for hi&i; but how great 
difference between dying in safely, and dying in 
triumph ? That good 'man, who shall shint in the 
firtnament of God forever, may have died ia.a' 
cloud j not having knowo his own safety, missed 
all the inward peace and joy, which should hav« 
filled his, mind, had he attained to a full a^suranca 
of hope in the end. And how wrong to rob our- 
aetLves of such choice cordials, in such a tiqne of 
need ? Hpw injurious to religion, which it is our 
duly to Recommend both io life and death ? At 
that time the dearest friends will fail ; aj-e^our heart 
and flesh will fai|^ and he, only lays up a . stock of 
living comforts against that dying time, whose life 
is a continued waiting until that change shall come, 

•Let us briefly apply th impart of the subject. 

]•. From the scope of this discourse, it is natu* 
ral to observe the degeneracy of hupian nature, in 
our being shy of conversing with death, when so 
encouraged to such an acquaintance. If dying 
there remained nothing but a fearful Idoking fir of 
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vengeance and fiery indignation, and after ^*^*^ 
discharged the tribute we owe to death 
over us the second death did receive power ; tbi 
being bow bui the beginning of sorrow, no wonder 
if horror seized us upon the prospect «l the grave. 
But can we remember, that life and immortality are 
brought to light^ihzi Christ has destroyed him who 
had the power of death, to rielease from their bon- 
dage 6uch who through fear of death were subject 
to it ? Can we see the last enemy disarmed, the 
gcave sanctified as a place of rest to our weary bod- 
'<lics, and our dying but our passing from the wii^ 
/dernesfi into the promised land ? How unjustifia- 
ble now our aversion to the thoughts of dying i 
In this amiable light do the Scriptures set off tbii 
Christian's circumstances ; what a mixture of folly 
and SID then in this affected strangeness ! We 
should esteem that to be the day of the gladness of 
our hearts, which is the day of our r^demptioA 
from a body of sin and death : pleasurably e^rpect 
the approach of that season, in which we shall be 
able to say, my soul, the enemies thou scest to-day, 
thou Shalt see no more forever. When sanctifica- 
tion shall be completed, all the annoying fruitt 
and consequences of sin be no more; the time of 
your death. Christian, is this happy period : is it 
not a reproach to your character then, that your 
Lord should come when you lojked not for him ?. 
What, are earth and natural life so dear, that the 
thought of lei^ving them is grieYOUjs,,wben this shall' 
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upon it? How little agreement between 
^n a spirit as this, and the name that is named 
upon you ! 

2. You see the true reason why religion is so 
little recommended by the death of such as pro- 
fess it. It is not peculiar to the children of this 
world to avoid familiarity with the grave; this 
weakness they have in common with the' children of 
ii^U It is a pity that when religion has provided 
for turning the serpent into a rod, and the shadow 
of death into the morning, its votaries should still 
remain liable to this infirmity ; yet it is but toa 
certain, that in this very article we see little to 
distinguish the precious from the vile. How few 
•declare plainly to the world in their daily walk^ 
that they are looking for another, a better, evea 
an heavenly country ? That they judge themselves 
to be but pilgrims and strangers on.earth, as were 
all*their fathers? How few to whom the reverse is 
not applicable, instead of keeping this in remem* 
brance, that they were shortly to put off those 
tabernacles ? Now, can it be expected that they 
should finish their course with joy, and in their 
last acts exemplify the gain of godliness, whom 
death rather breaks in upon unawares, than meets 
after a long and regular expectation of its coming? 
Here is the reason why the name and cause of God 
have not more honor reflected upon them by the 
dtaih of his saints^ viz. the grav^ is out of sight, dy- 
ing work forgotten, and in an iiour when thej^ 
looked not for it, their Lord comc^ 
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Hg dis- 
3. As you walk every day, Christian, upSk 
brink of eternity, Jive in the daily expectation^ 
death. This is the best way to enjoy life while it 
lasts, and advantageously to meet death whenever 
it comes. Endeavor to get above all anxious de- 
ures of life, and slavish fears of death ; and noth- 
ing can harm you, if you are thus the followers of 
that which is good. By your moderation to all 
things under the sun, shew that you believe the 
Lord is at hand. Beside the influence which this 
will have upon th^ innocence and fruitfulness of 

. Hfe, yoa may then say, with your dying breath, " I 
know that if this house of my tabernacle that is 
earthly were dissolved ] 1 have a building of God, 
an bouse not made with hands, eternal in the heav- 
ens ; that when this shall fail, I shall be received 
into everlasting habitatidns. Happy the person 

^ who is in such a case: "Mark the perfect man^ be- 
hold the upright, the end of thai man is peace." 
May that God who has directed our hearts into his 
fear, direct us through the whole of life, to such a 
patient looking for Christ, 
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' Wb have consiidereol unthoughtfulness of deatb^ 
las a general failing. No cbaraqter elcempts fr^ni 
this guilt, for it is chargedirpon both wise anci fool* 
ish virgins. We have examined into the grounds 
and reasons of the case ; showing you the w eako«s» 
and folly of indulging a forgetfulness of this natore* 
We come now to treat of the 

IV. Prop. That it will fare with us to eternity, 
according to the state and condition Christ finds ^ 
us in at his coming. This offers itself from those 
parts of the parable where it is obsefved that such 
as were ready, entered in to the marriage ; and 
such whom his coming found unprepared to meet 
• him, were shut out for ever. 

The wise main says, if the tree fall toward the 
south or toward the north, in the place where the 
tree falleth, there it shall be ; Eccl. xi. 3. The 
remark will hold, as to our falling' by the stroke 
of death. If we die in the Lord, we shall be for 
ever with him ; if children of wrath, this wrath 
shall abide upon us for ever. We are not proper- 
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]y in a state of trial while upon earth, if being dis^ 
charged from the body, a Christian had yet more , 
to do or bear as a necessary preparative for glo- 
ry.; or a sinoer put under a fresh dispensation of 
the grace of God. The doctrine of purgatory is a 
gainlul artifice, but the cheat would never have 
taken, had not men been first taught that ignorance 
of the bible was a virtue; and that he had the< 
mosit Christian, spirit, who presumed not to exam- 
ine any one article that carried the impression of 
the infallible Gbqrch. It offers manifest violence 
to this divine revelatjuDn, and sinks tbecreditof our 
Redeemer's mediatory service: but while those 
mercenary men get money by her shrines, they 
will keep up the cry " Great is Diana of the Ephe- 
sians !" The Scriptures tell us that there is no 
work nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in 
the grave, whither we go 5 Eccj. ix. 10. that when 
the ^q»t returns to its dust as it was, the spirit shall 
return to God who gave it ; Eccl. xii. 7. The soul 
of the penitent thief was received to paradise, the 
same day of its disunion from his crucified body ; 
and we are taught to believe, that there is no inter- 
mediate space between a wicked man's dying and 
his lifting up his eyes in hell-torments. So that 
although death does introduce all upon whom it pass- 
es into very diflferent circumstances of happiness, or 
misery, to what they were in before, yet this is 
always agreeable to the state it finds them in : of 
which, when the decree has brought forth, and 
- 7. 
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the sentence is executed, there is no more possibil- 
ity of change. 

We laid this down as a principle, that many 
things in a parable are intended only to add to its 
beauty, and that it is suflScient in our interpreta- 
tions, to attend to its scope : but the remark now 
made, enters into the very substance and design of 
this allegory. For if this part be looked upon as 
mere flourish, it will be hard to prove that the par- 
able is instituted with any view to our instruction. 
In this discourse we may inquire, 

I. Into the account our Lord gives of their 
happiness, whom he shall fiqd ready at his coming. 
It is said that they went with him to the marriage, 
and the door was shut. 

II. Wherein this readiness consists. This readi- 
ness to meet Christ at death, and enter upon the 
possession of this happiness. 

III. I will show you how warrantably we may 
look for this happiness, when thus disposed and 
prepared for the enjoyment of it. 

The way will then be cleared to a practical ap* 
plication of this part of the subject. 

L We are to see what this happiness contains 
in it, which our Lord appropriates to such whom 
his coming shall find ready. He says* they that 
are ready go with him to the marriage, and ihe. 
door is shut. And now^ who would not die ihe 
death of the righteous, and have their latter end 
like bis? How bright the soene wbich. opens to 
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our view ? How delightful I How full of glory 1 
In the article of conversion, a kind of marriage- 
covenant commences between God and tho souU 
He mentions, with pleasure, the kindness of their 
youth, and love of their espousals ; Jer. ii. 2. And 
to show thieit the choice is reciprocal, he leaves this 
on record as what is done on his part, I vtillbetroth 
thee unto me for ever ; yea, I will betroth ih.ee unto 
me in righteousness, and in judgment, and in lov- 
ing-kindoess, and in mercies. I will even betroth 
thee unto me in fait hfulnessy and thou shalt know 
the Lord. '' Know that thy Redeemer is thy hus- 
band : the Lord of hosts is his nsime ;" Hos. ii. 19, 
20. We frequently find God setting himself forth 
in the Scriptures, as standing. in this relation to his 
people. Accordingly the apostle Paul addresses 
the believing Corinthians in this strain : ^^ I have es- 
poused you to one hosband that I may present you 
as a chaste virgin to Christ;" 2 Cor. xi. 2. The 
solemnizing the marriage rites (you see) is reserv- 
ed to our arrival at a better world. And John^tells 
us, that a yoice from the excellent Gk)ry, assured 
him of its consummation, upon our getting safe to 
heaven : his words are these ; " I heard, as it were, 
the voice of ^ great multitude, saying. Hallelujah : 
let us be glad, and rejoice, and give honour to. God, 
for the marriage of the.Lamb is come, and his wife 
has made herself ready. Blessed are they who 
ard called to the marriage-supper of the Lamb;'^ 
Rev* xix«^6^ 7, 9. Our Lord t^hooses to rejpreieiit 
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io my text, the blessedness of the righteous after 
death, in this attractive light. 

The account he gives of thi« matter, contains in 
it the particulars that follow, viz. the magnificence 
that shaft attend their entertainment in Heaven; 
the pure and perfect joys, which they ^hall there 
{>ossess ; and the immortal nature of their felicity, 
which is not only fuH beyond dieasure, But dura- 
ble without end. The two first are included in the 
notion of their goitig with him to the marriage: the 
last is pointed at, wiien we are told that the door 
was shut. . " ' 

1. The happin^s of the saints Ep Heaven, Js 
represented as m^t splendid and noagnificent, when 
set forth under the allusion of their going in t6 the 
marriage. » Whenever the Scriptures introduce the 
mention of the city of our God, tbey speak glori- 
ous things of her; Ps» Ixxxvii. 3. How vastly 
pompous the portraiture given by St. John, when 
he says '' the city is of pure gold, like to clear glass ; 
tht building of the wall of jasper, Jtd foundaH\jn 
garnished, with all manner of precfou& &tcmes, the 
twelve gates, twelve pearls ? the street of the city 
pure gold, as it were, transparent glass ?" Rev. 
xxi. from the 18th. These rhetorifcal flights are 
designed to b^fet in the mind, the most Ibfty con- 
ceptidns^of the blessedrii^ss of the church of the 
first born, whose names are writtoft in heaven. 
Accordingly, in propt)rtion to the grandeur of the 
plaK!e|;lts enterlc^nrflGAt^ai^e defer ibedai »pleadld 
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i<t a degree. What else can be aimed »t, when 
their felicity above is called an exceeding aod eteir* 
nal weight of glory ? their sitting upon thrones ? 
their receiving an incc^ruptible crown,.and a king- 
dom which cannot be moved? t^eir being kings 
and priests unto God for ever ? You see that theif 
happiness is set off by images, taken from those 
things which among men, are most apt to impress 
the mind with a pleasing wonder t the things which 
wc conceive to be the quintesseni:e and perfection 
of worldly glory ^ And must it not be to fence us 
against any low thoughts of thi» afterstate, that it 
is said, eye hath not seen any t^g that comes up 
to it ? that it cannot be paralleled by any thing 
that ear has heard ? that thought itself cannot 
reach the majesty of the subject ? "for it has «ot 
entered into thQ heart of man to conceive, what 
God has laid up for such afr love him." 

And how properly is thp allusion in my text 
made use of, for answ«qng the same design ? At a 
carriage solemnity all things. are ej|tra(Hrdinary 
grand; wh«n it is a king, who enters into thi« 
new relation, what splendor, and magniicencQ, atp 
tend the nuptials t And since, in heaven, our Ma- 
ker bocomes otjr husbandy and the glorificatioa of 
the just is called £r going in with him to the ^siaiv 
riage : we do 4U>t take tlva i4ea that is designed to 
be conveyed to hs by this figure, till #e conceive 
somewhat august, pompous, majeiitic, in the bless- 
edness of the saints above* 
7* . 
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n. Effterir^^ with him into the marriage^ instfilbttf 
us further, of the unutterable joy that riaaH be up* 
on our heads, when our warfare is accompliihed ; 
I«a. XXXV. 10. The Scriptures delight to speak of 
hcaVen, under t)|2s notion of^ it. Thus* the psalm- 
ist, "there is a river, the streams whereof shall make 
glad the city of God, the holy place of the taberna- 
cle of the most high 5'* Psal. xlvi* 4. and Fsal. xvi. 
!!• In thy presence is fullness of joy, at thy right 
hand are pleasures for evermore. - The same thing 
' is referred to, when we are told, that in heaven 
all tears sh-all be wiped from our eyes, that sighing 
and sorrowing shall flee awJay, and our work tfierc 
be one continued thank-offering. 

Upon the occasion of a marriage, sadness of cvc- 
rysort gives way to a general joy : it is a kind ^ 
profanation of (he sacred rites, when they are at- 
tended with an uncheerfol aspect, especially if this 
should be the case upon the marriage of « king. 
!« not all this taken into our Saviour's reply, to the 
captious Pharisees? .•'Can the children of the bride- 
chamber mourn, as long as the bridegroom is with 
them? But the days will come when the bride- 
groom shall be taken from them, and then shall 
they fast.'* It appears from hence, 'that when our 
Lord represents our gbing ttt Heaven^ by our go- 
ing to the marriage ; he would have u« Id conceive 
of it, as entering into our master's joy : into a place 
where there is neither a weeping eye, nor a ruffled. 
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brearst ; but every soul as full of pore a{ul satisfy- 
ing pleasure^ aa it can bear* 

No wonder theCtbid is the case with ibe saints 
above, if we remembeK su/eb things as these* 

(1.) Tbeie is the absence of Mibatever may un- 
hinge th^ peace of pur oiidds. Sin is the unhappy 
cause of what makes our tranquilHty^whileoneartb? 
so skatlered and tneonstant* It has introduced 
all the evils Ai^hich assault us^rom without^ as well 
as the disord^ and confusion in the fcculUes of the 
soul, which give those evils their stiag; but we 
put tff the body of sin, together witli naortality, and 
becortie like the angels, in inspect of purity, upon 
our reaching ^ the seat of perfected /spirits. The 
cause ceasing, the effect does necessarily cease. 
We know none of the melancholy fruits of sin, when 
we commence sinless. Now, how plainly does 
tbis'furlhcr and enlarge our joy, to have the very 
temper of our minds moulded into the divine lik^^ 
ncss ? all our faculties thoroughly sanctified ? every 
passion, a&ction, appetite in their priafttive beau- 
ty ? The eternal absence of sin being a kind of ad- 
ditional security to us^ that they shall continue in 
the same comely order for ever ; and so an inva- 
sioD Qpon this peace, be for ever impossible* 

(2t) In heaven we shall enjoy whatever is felic- 
itating. The apo$tle speaking of ouc privileges at 
present, tells us we are heirs of God ; faereaftei:, 
w« shall be-in possession of this incomprehensible 
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good. God himself wHI be our portion. No^r^ 
must not their peace be ^ a river and their joy as a 
floods wbo being prepared by grace to relish such 
a happiness, do fee his face, taste his love, en^ 
joy intimate and uninterrupted communion with 
him, whose ];H*esence nfekes heaven to be a place 
of rest and bliss to afl who people that glorious 
world t If the indistinct and short-lived visions of 
him, vouchsafed in this state of darkness, distance 
and minority, where our sanctification is imperfect, 
have put mfore joy into the heart, than the increase 
of com and toine ; sure their joy must be unspcaka«- 
ble when it is full of glory: when they 'no Jongcr 
see darkly and , through a glass, but face to face. 
Such revelations of himself having an assimilating, 
must also have a soul-satisfying virtue. Once 
more, 

(3.) The blessed God does, in an immediate 
way, itifluence the happiness of glorified spirits ; 
and no wonder that in heaven their joy is full. The 
pleasure must be great, which flows in upon the 
mind, when the soul reflects upon its own perfec- 
tion, and sees itself possessed of socfe a goodly 
heritage. Very powerful the incentives to its 
peace and joy, both from within and from without y 
but what can be wanting to render these complete, 
when the God of peace says, JMJy peace give I unfn 
^ou, whose almighty word executes itself? what 
forbids our believing that he has this direct and 
positive influence upon the joy which abounds in 
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faeavetv^ srnce all whom he makes meet for it, and 
translates thither, he does both for, with an eye 
€0 their being as happy as he himself can isake 
them ? 

We say then that our Lord intimates there being 
somewhat graad in their oircumstances, itoraewhat 
incomparably delightful an(t joyous, when he des- 
cribes a Christian's getting to heaven by his going 
In to the marriage. We observed in this account, 

S. That our Lord asserts the blessedness of the 
saints in heaven to be of an immortal nature. Tt 
is durable as it is joyous, and lasting as it is full* 
When they enter with him into their Father's 
house, the door is shut ; that they may never J>e* 
out of his sight, or from under the manifestations 
of his special love. Abraham is introduced as 
saying to the wicked rich ipan in hell, Behoem us 
ani you there is n great gulph Jitjoed^ to cut off all 
coramuRi<:atioR« Thy that are here cannot pass tQ 
you ; neither can they pass to us who would'tomefrom 
whence : Luke xvi. 2§» Poor wretched creature, 
the door is shut, that all who come hither ijoight 
be forever safe, and all who are with you excluded 
forever. It is worthy of himself for God to give his 
people eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
It is this that makes it an exceeding, its being an 
eternal weight of glory ; Ronfi. vi. 2S'.»9 Cor. iv. 1 7. 
In heaven all wear unfading crowns'; possess an 
inheritance that is incorruptible. Their city has 
foundations ; their treasure is durable riches, and 
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an abiding substance. No fear of a divorce^ when 
we are married to the lamb : He has betrothed us to 
hifM^df forever. When he fulfils that covenant in 
heaven, it is with a design that nothing should vio- 
late or make it void throughout an endless eternity. 
This shall suffice /or the first head; under 
which we were to inquire into the account our Lord 
gives of their happiness, whpm he shall find ready 
at his coming, when it is said that they went with 
him to the marriage, and the door was shut. 

II. Let us now examine wherein this readiness 
to meet with Christ at death does consist. For it 
is observed of th^se^ and only those who were 
ready, that they entered with him. 

1. There is an habitual readiness to meet with 
Christ ; and to this ^very real Christian has attain- 
ed. This stands in our being in a converted and 
reconciled state ; turned form darkness to light, 
and from Satan's power to God. And nothing less 
than thisVegeneration is sound Christianity. Faith 
discharges qs from the curse and condemnation of 
the first, and interests us in the grace of the new, 
and better covenant. Nay, we become the chil- 
dren of God, through faith in Chjrist Jesus. . When 
he has wrought this good thing in us, we may be 
said to have the root of the matter. We capnot 
totally and. finally fall away. We are safe in point 
of eternal s^lvaUon, and in such a sense ready^ as 
agrees not to any ia a natural esta^te. 
But l^eside this, there is also^ 
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2. An actual preparedness for the coming of our 
Lord. This is every Christian's duty and it is a 
commendable ambition to b« incessantly pressing 
after it. Without thi§, we may die safely, die in 
the Lord, but we cannot die joyfully. Though it 
is not absolutely necessary to our reaching Heav- 
en, yet it is to our having an abundant entrance 
administered to us. • 

There are at least the§e three things required, 
to make up the actual preparation for death, of 
which ^ve speaki 

I. A regular indifferency and mortification to 
the present world. Christ observed to us, that a 
being overcharged with the cares of this life, is 
what may happen to one who has the grace of God.; 
and yet it effectuallj' disqualifies those to whom it 
may be applied, for a comfortable meeting with himv 
See the forementioned Luke xxii 34* This exces- 
sive . anxiety^bout temporal things arises from an 
inordinate love of, and desire after them ; so that 
he must escape this snare, who treats the n'orhi 
with jealousy and caution, and Icnows how to use, 
without abusing it. Paul was come a great lengthy 
when Christ's cross bad crucified hjm to ihe wot'ld^ 
and the worid to him. This helped to that- resolu- 
tion and firmness of mind, with which he spoke of 
his being ready to be oflfered up ; made absence 
from the body more eligible than abiding in the 
ilesh; and inspired him with a desife to depart, 
and to be with Christ, ks what was best of alL 
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The larger the $har« wbioh'tbis world, aiid«the 
tbiDgs of it, have in our hearls, 'the less entertain- 
ment shall we experience upon, the subject of dying; 
and that man will find it very hard work to die, 
. wh« has lived an utter stranger even to the thoughts 
of it. He that wodld be ready to meet Death at the 
first summons, must us0 himself to think of what it 
is, and does. By dying daily, we learn to die well. 

2. There is supposed in order to this readi- 
ness to meet Christ, that our affections are set upon 
things above, an^ cnr conversations in Heaven. 
We must have grace, whkh is trot only genuine as 
a$ to. its kind, but in^proved.and advanced as to its 
measure at»i degree, not. to look at whaf is seen, 

" an^ temporal, but wistm and eternal things. There 
are undoubtedly some such, whose, hearts and 
thougtits centre where their treasure is laid up. 
And as nothing will make this earth more con- 
temptible, than our living in the upper glorious 
Irtrorld ; so qothing will make converse with death 
less unpleasant, or more refreshing* Temptations 
come with great disadvantage, to one who thus lives 
with God. The prospect of death is delightful, as 
it finishes a sinning and sorrowing condition, and is 
the dawn of an evei'lasting day oi rest and blessed- 
ness. 
To (his actual preparation for dying, is required^ 

3. A daily expectation of our Lord's approach* 
The apostle Beter makes this a sort of abridgnenC 
of the Christian's life, that it is ^^a looking for, and 
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hasting unto Christ's coming ;" 2 Pet. iit. 12. He 
who would then be found luilo praise, must keep his 
lamp trimmed, his loins girt, governing himself in 
his general walk under the force of this thought^ 
at an hour which I know not, mj Lord will com«. 
Some sudden fits of seriousness^ now and then to 
think of dying, and attempt to reconcile ourselves 
to it ; this is not the actual readiness of which we 
speak. In order to this,, progress in sanctification 
must be our daily study and endeavour : and it 
must appear through our whole lives, that we are 
waiting for an event that may surprise ere we are 
aware. And^ how very happy his circumstances, 
whom this day shall overtake in such an employ- 
ment f what anticipations of celestial bijss will his 
soul taste, before it has reached Emmanuel's land ? 

But we'shall have occasion to enter further into 
these things, when speaking to the fifth proposition. 
These general suggestions may serve for the 
present. 

We come now to the third head proposed to be 
spoken to: to show you how v/arrantably we 
look for the >happiness of which our Lord speaks, 
when we are thus prepared for the enjoyment of 
it. Expect that -if ready at his coming, we shall 
go with him into the marriage. It might be said 

1. That things cannot take another turn, but the 

Tighteousness of God will faik When the great 

apostle Paul had said, ^' I have fought a good fight, 

I have finished my course, I have kept the faith,''he 

8 
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adds, " henceforth there Js lafd up for me a crown 
irf righteousness." And he argues his security as to 
the event; from the consideration of the righteous- 
ness of God : The Lord, the righteous Judge* 
will give it me, says he ; because God is righteous, 
Iflnj«afe. And you may observe, that he disclaims 
this as a personal privilege, that was confined to 
the Apostolical character ; assuring all who had 
imitated him in his duty, as a Christian, th^t God 
allowed them to urge the same plea. The righte- 
ous judge will give it, not to me .only, but to all 
jlhem also who love hi£ appearing; 2 Tim. iVk 9, 

8. Though I may reckon myself among the 
<:hief of sinners, yet have I obtained mercy ; the 
blessing I expect, though exceedingly abundant 
above v\*hat I can think, was purchased at the ex- 
pense of my Saviour's blood, for penitent, return- 
• ing, believing sinners, such as by a patient contin- 
uance in well-doing look for it : of this number am 
I, by the rich and free grace of God, and it con- 
sists not with the righteousness of the divine nature, 
to withhold the blessing so dearly bought by their 
surety, from those whom his own almighty grace 
has formed and fashioned into a meetness for the 
enjoyment of \L \ know that there can be no un- 
righteousness with God ; and since justice to hi;i 
Son, requires his being gracious. to his seed, I am 
sure of glory, as it sat down already in the heaven- 
ly places. Again, 

2. The faithfulness of God is a superadded ei^ 
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couragement to us, when we are locking for eter- 
nal life as bis gift. Wf cannot suppose that be made 
known so many great and precious promises, as 
run through the revelation he has given us, with a 
view to the disappointing the hopes raised by them 
•in the minds of his people. *'He is not man, that 
he should lie, nor the son of man, that he should 
repent/^ He abideth faithful; and though the 
heavens and earth should pass awajr, one tittle 
that he has said shall not pass away, till all be ful< 
filled. The apostle Paul concludes the Christian's 
safety from this very perfection of God's nature; 
let us(says he) hold fast the profession of oor faith 
without wavierintg, and continue to draw near to God 
with a true heart, and in full assurance of faith; 
for he is faithfti) that promised* That promised 
what f That promised we should " ere long reap, 
if we fainted not; and if we endured to the end, 
should be saved : lieh. x. 22, 23. If we sboufd 
miscarry at last, then God would be unfaithful 
to his word ; but since such a weakness is im- 
possible to him, we should cherish a lively hope, 
and rejoice in the 'prospect of the approaching glo^ 
ryV)fGod. 

3. The sanctifying work of the Spirit upon the 
soul, does further warrant us in these expectations. 
He is called by the apdstle, '' the earnest of the in- 
heritance until the redemption of the purchased 
possession," 2 Cor. v. 5. Eph. i. 14v Lest we 
fihouid think God's word too slender a security, b^ 
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puts a»it were a pledge into ourhahdsw When be 
sends the spirit.of his Son into the hearts of hiR 
children, he says to them, here is a pledge I lodge 
with you, that you may have no doubts as to mj 
fulfilling the covenant which is between us ; take 
this spirit as an earnest of what is behind. Every . 
wise mao works with a view to a certain end, but 
did Grod fit a soul for Heaven, and afterward deny 
it admission there, this would be to act without an 
end ; or in a very solemn manner to beget and car- 
ry on hopes, which he knew would make us 
ashamed. 

In short, Christ has died in vain, in vain i^ the 
mission, and various influences of the Spirit, if sane* 
tification and glorification have not an inviolable 
and necessary dependance on each ettier. The 
whole gospel is a mere fiction, if such as are ready 
for Christ's coming, go not with him in to the mar* 
rtage. 

What is the issue of things with an unprepared 
person, I shall consider in the next discourse, from 
that part of the parable, which tells us^ that the 
< foolish yirgins were shut out, antl knocked without 
having admission for ever.. They go into everlast'i^ 
ing punishment, but the righteous into life eternal. 

Let us apply what has now been said. 

1. We may learn from hence^ that it is active, 
painful, fruitful, persevering Christianity, and that 
only, which shall be followed with the g^fi ef etei^ 
nal life. It is not enough that we set out ixii thft 
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S))iri% amllbf' a sieaston rup well, . IKVe . qausi; lead 
the whole of that life, Avhich < we Uv^ Xn tjie.; fle^h, 
bj the faith of the Soa of God, if we would so ruo, 
as at length to receive the prize. Amidst the 
crowd of such who pass for bis disciples, .^tiow few 
hav^ thus ka,r»ed Ghrist? How very many that 
CQoform to this w^rld, iqsiead of being transformed 
into the spirit of the religion which thiiey profess! 
Their conversation is as earthly and scfisual as if 
ihey had neVer set their faces heavenward. 
with what confusion w'iil Christ's coming fill such 
inconstant, careless, temporizing' Christian?, whose 
goodness has prbved /ifee tht morning cloud and ear' 
/y dew, which pass axpay, ! A.n^d may. not their joy 
be as the joy of harvest, who. have been enabled 
to abide, wi:th him in all his temptations, through 
good re()orl and ill report, following the X#amb, and 
to their death not i^empviog from them their integ- 
rity ? . The time of thpir death will be a tim^ of 
refroshrtient from thepresepce of the Lord. The 
very glimmers of thctt inaccessible light, which is 
breaking in upon then], will scatter the darkness of 
thegrave, and:l^th guide and comfort them when 
they are to pass through it; they shall have ever- 
lasting arms underneath them^ and a .gloripus es-; 
cape out of all their trials : for verily there is a 
rest that remains for the pcjople qf Gpd. 

S. Let us im pro vjo the joy set be^qre, us, as a 
motive to greater fervency in, spirit, when we are 
serving the Lord* It is a shame, Chriatis^nsypot to 
*8 
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run with ftrllcoAsent the waysof CrodVcommand^- 
raenl, wh«n so truly noble is the prize of your high 
calling in Chrisi Jeim. It is undeFValutng your 
Father's lbve,yonr Saviour^ purchase, and writing 
Ichabod upon the entertainment and fclirity of tne- 
angels of light, Pi^ay for.the increase of that faith- 
which is the civid«nce of things not seen; kcepa 
fixed eye upon the recompense of reward ; this 
will establish and strengthen y on, that you will not 
grow weary or faint in your mind ; it will make 
life easy .and useful, and prevent any hurtful sur- 
prisies by death : thus shall y<5 grow white to the 
harvest ; and though you went forth vxeping^ hearing 
yatxr preciotis sud^ ye shall doubtless return r^cidng^ 
bringing your sheaOes with you. 

For setting this home upon the conscience, it 
might be said, 

(1.) That Ood expected k shov\A dnspire our 
obedience, when he drew aside the veil, and dis» 
closed the glories of the better World, His au- 
Ihority, as our sovereign, makes his will our duty ; 
and without any of the encouragements he has given 
us, it would hav6 been criminal to trifle in the work 
of the Lord. But did he give such matter forour 
hopes *to feed upon', without an atiswcrable expect- 
ation of fruit? When he takes us up to Pisgah, and 
thence furnishes h prospect of the land of promise, 
it is to inflame our desit^eis, give us fresh life ^nd 
vigour in duty, that we niight mend our pace, and 
take strskight steps to the woirld of vision. While 
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I* 
heaven haft not this influence upon you, Christian, 

you answer not the design of God, in bringing it to 
«ght. 

(2.) If you are not thus animated by the views 
of heaven, you will experience but little of the 
Christianas peace either in life or death. Tlie 
more eminent our obedience, the more abundant 
In proportion our joy. And shall we willingly 
obstruct the growth and increase of that peace 
which the world cannot give, nor take away from 
us? Think oftencr of heaven, and you will love it; 
remember it as the residence of God, the judge of 
all, and Jetus the mediator of the new covenant, as 
the place of your birth, and of your rest. You 
will find (enough in these thoughts to make you pa- 
tient in suffering, and cheerful in doing the will of 
God ; and so to fit you &r that blessed eternal, 
world.. 



SERMON V. 



THE UNREADY AT DEAffH. LOST FQE EVER. 



t)EATH fixes our condition for eternity ; there is 
^d work in the grave : juch as are ready at his 
coming, Ghrist takes with hiin to the marriage. 
Their after-state is grand and joyous, and commen- 
surate in its duration^ to the immortality of those 
spirits that can never die. When received up into 
glory^ the door is shut^ to intimate their safely in 
these circumstances, and the impossibility of their 
losing their present happiness for ever. Beside, 
an habitual readiness, Which consists in our being 
born again, and is strictly necessary to our dying 
in safety; there is such a thing as actual prepara- 
tion attainable, and it is this that makes our latter 
end peace. All whom his grace has made ready 
for his coming, have heaven secured to them, by 
the righteousness of God, his faithfulness. They 
have a pledge and earnest of this given them, in 
the renewing and sanctifying presence of the holy 

Ghost. 
But when we say that it is to fare with us to 

eternity, according to the state and condition 
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Christ finds us in at his coming, this is not to be 
restrained to the Christian., 

In the foliowing discourse we will consider this 
remark as it respects a wicked person, whom 
Christ's coming by death shall find altogether un* 
prepared; a hypocrite, who had a lamp,, but no- 
oil in his vessel. Cfav Lord tells us what the issue 
of things will be with the ifoolish virgins, as well as 
the wise ; ' when the bridtgroom came^ says he, such 
a zDtre ready went in with him to the marriage ; the 
rest were shut out ; and all the return they meet 
with upon their Importunate applications ior en- 
trance is this, '^ depart from me, 1 know you not." 
You have been trakors under a colour of friend- 
flhip ; and being filthy, be ye filthy still. 

In pursuing this observation we will speak to 
the following heads : 

I. Prove the remark to be just and defensible! 
when we say, that such, whom Christ's coming bj^ 
death shall find unprepared, shall be dealt with 
accordingly in the next world. 

II. Inquire into the account which our Lord 
gives u» of ^eir after stote, when he tells us, that 
the door is shut against them, and professes, upon 
ibeir entreating mercy I know yim noU 

III. Shbw that it is every way consistent with 
the perfection of the divine nature, tha(t matters 
should go on in this order.. We will then see,' 

ly. How this part of the subject m|iy be most 
profitably applied, in reference to practice* 
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L We arc to pFove that this observation is just, 
viz. That all such, whom th<i coming of Christ by 
death shall find unready, shall have their everlast- 
ing condition issued accordingly. The unreadi- 
ness of which we now speak, is not merely th^ 
want of an actual preparation for death, as that is 
opposed to an habitual preparation ; but the entire 
unfitness both as to habit and act, which is every 
man's case in an unregenerate state. Such as are 
unarmed against the sting of death, which is the 
undischarged guilt of sin, and remain under the 
penal law or curse, which is sin's condemning 
strength, are in all respects unprovided for Christ's 
coming; 1 Cor. xv. 56, If death arrests us in a 
natural state, it finds us under all the ruins of the 
Bpostacy ; and upon the foot of the first and bro- 
ken covenant and dying in our sins, we shall be 
treated for ever as hypocrites and unbelievers. 
Repentance is not a grace in the next'world, but a 
punishment. When Christ says, blessed are they 
that moum^ for they shall bt comforted ; in limiting 
the promise to the repentance that is exercised in 
our trial state, he assures us, th^t hrreafter it shall 
find no room^ thoii^ sought bitterly and with tears'; 
Matt. V. 4. compared wifh Heb. xii 17.- Repent- 
ance after, d^path, is an ingreditent in eur misery, 
not a qualiiication for pardon and.acc€|4ance. 

Observe)! we do not say but that late repentance 
may be saving, though it ia^difficuh to know- wheth- 
er it is ^nuine ^id siftcere^ whepthut late; but w^ 
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«aj of such^ as under a profession of religion, die 
in a state of infidelity, death will make no altera* 
Uon in their souls' state, as guilty, undone creatures : 
but as they finish their trial stale, it shall fare with 
ihein in the world of retributions. I hinted be- 
fore, that the doctrine of purgatory was a novel 
inv<?ntion, the reverse of the doctrine of the Bible ; 
an insult upon the Redeemer's mediatorial charac- 
ter : and that if good men had more, either to do- 
or bear, previous to their investiture ia the happi- 
ness of heaven, upon their beicig discharged from 
this world and body ; or if hypocrites, when this 
life ended, were put under a now dispensation of 
the grace of God, the Scriptures would mislead us, 
in representing the present as the only state of tri- 
al. U shall suffice, that I show you what founda- 
tion our general remark has in the Scriptures ; for 
I aim at their conviction only, ifho will be deter- 
mined by this authority. 

I take this to be refered to, in the message which 
the prophet Isaiah tells us he had in commission 
from the Lord of hosts, to deliver. His words are 
these, "say to the righteous it shall be well with 
him, for they shall eat thq fruit of their doings. 
Woe lo the wicked, it shall be ill with him, for 
the reward of. his hands shall i:»e given> him f Isa. 
iii. lo, 11. In this world, where all things fallout 
alike to all, the good man attains not tothe happi- 
ness; nor is the wicked man overtaken lyr the full 
«vOe intended him. We must lup{h>se the prophet 
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to have looked beyond this life and worid, and bis 
sense to be much like what these words of the apos- 
tle intimate, when he,sayB,*^be not deceived, God is 
not mocked ; for what a man sows, it is that he shall 
also reap : he that soweth to his flesh, shall of the 
flesh reap corruption ; imi he that soweth to the 
spirit, shall of the spirit reap life everlasting:'' Gal. 
vi. 7, 8. There is another passage in the writings 
of this apostle, which says as much as We can de* 
sire, upon this head: We must all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ, that one may receive 
the things done in his body, according to that he 
hath done, whether it be good or bad; 2 Cor. v. 
10. There will be no fresh trial made of us in the 
next world, nor will the multiplicity of affairs to 
be inspected in the Judgment occasion any mis- 
take in the administration. God will not forget 
which was almost, jpind which altogether a Chris- 
tian, and so change their portions ; but what a man 
was found to be at death, that he shall appear to 
be, at the judgment, and be treated to eternity as 
be was ready, or unready, when his Lord came. 
If you compare the 23d and 24th verses of the 
16th of Luke, yoQ will find that the first carries us 
to the grave of that hard-hearted miser treated of 
in that chapter : aiid the very next to the hell) 
where the ungodly appear. He died a Christless 
creature ; and though there was a change in bis 
circumstances, upon his receiving the wages of sin, 
yet there was no alteration in the ailerstale of his 
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soul. The foolish virgir>s, mentioned in my text, 
were for making some sort of provision for death, 
when th^y found that they could live no longer ; 
though they were fundamentally defective iniheli^ 
preparations, and being caught unready, there is 
no other time or place for getting the necessary 
preparedness. They are shut out, and entrance 
ipto Heaven is denied, them for ever. 

What is included in the account which our Lord 
gives of their future state, who lived and died Chris- 
tian infidels, is the second particular, we promised 
to inquire intp. Indeed, this is rather a negative 
description of their condition after death, than a di- 
rect and positive one : it rather points at what they 
shall SAiffer ; but we may conclude that the positive 
part of their punishment is intended, when the neg- 
ative part only is expressed. This'rule must be ad- 
mitted, or we shall but lamely interpret many impor- 
tant articles, in the revelation God has given us. 
You know that five out of six coromandracnts, which 
include the duties of the second table, are negative 
precepts ; though t||ey are allowed to enjoin the 
duties, which are the reverse of the sins they pro- 
hibit : and thi3 remark will hold good in many oth- 
er instances. ' 

I will give you this short view of their case in 
the next world, whom Christ shall find unreadj',at 
his coming to them, by death. 

1. They shall be excluded Heaven, andwhgit-' 
tyer 19 entertaining there. * They are represented/ 
9 
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as saying, Lord, open to. us; to let us know, that 
* when these foolish virgins came looking for mercy, 
the door was shut. Heaven is called the inheri- 
tance of the Saints; CoL 1. 12. u e. as the same 
apostle explains it, the inheritance of them that are 
sanctified ; Act, xx, 32. This holy city is so ap- 
propriated to the use and entertainment of such as 
are perfect in holiness, that flesh and blood cannot 
inherit the kingdom of God, nor can corruption 
inherit incorruption; 1 Cor.xv.50. These words 
refer more immediately to the natural incapacity 
of even the believer himself, till he receives a spir- 
itual body, for what is seen, done, and enjoyed 
aboye ; yet it is strictly true, in regard to the mor- 
al incapacity of a hypocrite : »for flesh and blood 
do usually describe human nature h its unregcner- 
ate condition. Now, how distressful the case, 'that 
when the soul is driven from all that was desirable 
to it upon earth, it should find the gate of paradise 
(the seat of light, and life and love and joy) guard- 
ed by a flaming sword, to render it inaccessible ! 
to be exiled from that presenoe that is to eternity 
a spring of new and satisfying delights, to the glo- 
rified multitude ! and ever feel the resistless force 
of this prohibition, in reference to every part of 
their felicity, "touch not, taste not, handle not" ! 
especially remembering that there is no middle 
world between Heaven and Hell; but all such to 
whom this light is unapproachable, arc overwhelm- 
ed with outer darkness. 
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With what horrqr and anguish will it fill con- 
science, when the mind shall be hurried with such 
reflections as these ? It was my keeping up a show 
of Christianity, will the soul say, while I was heed- 
less and indifferent about the things that has lost 
me this Heaven, and thus confounded and disap- 
pointed my hopes. This is what I talked of, and 
pretended to seek in the first place, but practically 
made light of it: and now, when every place be- 
side, is the habitation df cruelty, full of sorrow and 
pain, and no where else that I can find rest for the 
sole of my foot, I am judged, unworthy of the king- 
dom, of heaven. If I had been, and dope, what I 
was willing the v/orld should believe, that 1 was, 
and did, my condition had now been easy, as it is 
distracting : but to have exchanged these joys, that 
glory; a happiness so full, suitable, satisfying, for 
these horrors, this disgrace, misery, damnation, how 
prodigious the folly! These thoughts are worms, fire, 
whips, scorpions, they enrage, and torment. They . 
must do so, for conscience is now roused, and let 
loose as an executioner of divine vengeance. 
To aggravate this unhappiness, 1 observe, 

2. From the account given in my text, that 
prayers and tears shall bp ineffectual, for. the least 
alleviation of their doom. They called htm Lord^ 
Lord I though they did not the things which he said: 
and here are they introduced, as pleading their 
knowledge of the Judge, and soliciting with the 
most passionate earnestness, that their banishment 
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may not be everlasting : yet they sue, and cry in 
vain. If you compare vii Mat. 21, 22, 23. with 
the xiii Luke, from the 25. ( in which passages yoa 
have a general view of the Judgment) you will 
find that our Lord mentions several other picas, 
that will be urged upon that awful occasion. There 
is an obvious gradation in their arguments ; and 
each supplicant seems to offer somewhat more 
strong in his favor, than the other, as he has his 
turn to plead. Says one, Lord, I lived under the 
sound of thy gospel, thou hast taught in our 
streets : let this prevail for the showing me mer- 
cy. Says another, I bore thy name, and was in 
possession of all the privileges of thine house : he 
says that thou hast taught in his streets ; but I can say 
moi^e, for I have eaten and drunk in thy presence. 
Says a third, 1 not only bore the tide of a Chris- 
tian, but was honoured with the character of a min- 
ister. 1 have prophesied in thy name. A fourth 
carries the point yet further: / had the faith of 
miracles^ in thy name have cast out devils and done 
many wonderful works. Each of them advance their 
pleas in bar of the perpetuity of their misery ; 
that if the door ishould continue shut for a while, it 
might not be shut so, as to be opened no more for 
ever. But we find that the Judge is unmoved at 
their most earnest entreaties, and the same tremen- 
dous sentence determines their common doom : "do- 
part from me." Pursuant to this, the apostle John 
tells us, that into the niw Jerusalem^ m no vjist en- 
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im iiny thing tlM defikth ; Rev, %xu Tl^ in no 
wise, not ihough they should weep, as it were, 
drops ofbiood to tbe.groond \ in the most aflfecting 
Qianner possible, beseech and plead* The Judge 
is inexorabk, and the sentence must take place in 
the whole of its comprehensive woe ; and is it nit 
dreadful in tile very mention? for it runs thus, 
depart from nuj ye cursed^ into everlasting fire^ pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels ; Mat. xxv. 41, 
4€. The apostle to the Thessalonianssays, that all 
such who obey not the gbspel of Christ, shall be 
punished with everlasting destruction from the pre- 
sence of the Lord ; 2 Thess. i. 8, 9. There is no 
reti*eating from God's essential presence ; suchas* 
have their bed in hell, find him (heitie : but they 
lose God's presence, as a refreshing lights to bear 
it for ever, as a consuming fire. They are now, 
" where the worm dies not,, and where the fire is 
not quenched." 

3. It is further intimated in my text, as to the 
futorc state of hypocritical professors, that they 
siiall be under immediate impressions of divine' 
wrath, which is the compliment of the second 
death. When he says, I know you not, this rc- 
spetts not any defect in our Redeemer's knowl- 
edge, for he knows all things ; but an eternal sus- 
pension of his favor from these . lost creatures* 
Nay^ it is, f know jwi not, as filled with lK>wels of 
mercy, but the terrors of i&oensed justice ; notaaa- * 
Savbvr, but as an av.enger. Andif the felicity of 
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glorified spirits is influenced by tbe immediate im* 
pressions they receive from the Father of lights ; 
what forbids our supposing that damnatioD receives 
its full emphasis, from as immediate impressions of 
divine wrath ? This is not obscurely delivered by 
the prophet Isaiah, xxx. Chap. 33. where he tells 
us, that Tophet is ordained of oldfthat it is deep^ 
and large : the pile thereof, fire and much wood ; 
and that the breath of the Lord^ like a stream of 
brimstone, doth kindle it* But it is abundantly plain, 
fromthose passages in which the misery of the 
damned is summed up in this, the wrath of God docs 
abide upon them. This is expressly asserted, John 
iii. S6. To.be eternally deprived of , God's loving- 
kindness, docs ooastitute a state that is truly and 
properly wretched! to be haunted eternally with 
the rebukes, and condemnings of an angry -breast, 
heats the furnace some degrees hotter : but if the 
psalmist could say, who felt them in measure,-*' while 
I suffer thy terrors, I am distracted ;" what is their 
case, upon whom vengeance is coaie to the utter- 
most; upon whose head, whole vials of wrath are 
poured forth ? To whom are wrung out the very 
dregs of the cop of trembling and astonishment? 
To have an everlasting day of wrath, and fresh 
revelations of this wrath everlasting, carries in it 
the idea of a wretchedness that i$ complete. 

AH this is included in Aur Saviour's saying '4 
know you hot ;" that is, I do not so know you, as to 
show yt)a any mercy : J do n.ot know you so at to 
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abate in any instance, my resistless almighty ven- 
geance. Let me now, in the, 

III. Show you how consistent it is with the per- 
fection of the divine nature, that things should pro- 
ceed in this method. For illustrating this point let 
me say, 

(1.) It is every way worthy of God, thus to shut 
out of Heaven, all such who practically refused it. 
In fais word he has given us a sketch of that Heav- 
en, which, is the habitation of his, holiness and glo- 
ry ; not m/erely to excite our wonder, but provoke 
our desires ; fop he oflfers, and in a covenant way 
secures ihis, to all, who by a patient continuance 
in t<?ell doing, look for il. Now, -however lavish a 
man may be'in his commendations of that distant 
invisible good, if the consent of his will is' never 
gained for 6od,if he yields not the obedience of 
faith, if he does not thankfully and cheerfully look 
for Heaven, in the gospel way, it is fairly imputed 
to him. that he refuses it. And does it break in 
upon the glory of divine wisdom ? or throw the 
least dishonour upon either the goodness, or justice 
of Gqd, to accept the refusal? That the profane 
person should be rejected, who, afterwards, would 
inherit the blessings, which he had sold for a mor- 
sel of meat? Heb. xli. 16, 17. When our Lord 
shall be able to say to those formal professors, "ye 
would not come to meythat ye might have life;" 
with the utmost safety to all the excellencies of his 
nature, ^he may say further, I forbear any more 
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tenders of this undenraloed biessitig, aod you- shatt 
never see life. 1 forbid you the Heaven, which 
you now seek as a shelter from Hell ; bat slighted 
when proposed, as the seat of. sinless purity, and" 
the residence of Grod. The righteousness of this ' 
sentence, will be applauded by angels and men. 
For the further illustration of this, J add, 

S. It cannbt be injurious to any of the divine per-- 
fections, that such should be sent to hell, who have 
freely chosen it. 

It may be said, that upon the supposition ofany 
inan's making such a preposterious choice, being 
considered as a reasonable and free creature, and 
in a state of probation, — this would obviate all dif- 
iiCulties a rising Jo prejudice of the divine adminis- 
tration, though. God shpuld thus issue things, in re- 
ference to this particular man. But there are not 
any instances of human nature- being thus far aban- 
doned 5 it is begging the question, to say that they 
choose hell, and have the part they <:boose. 

I answer, in God's way of interpreting things^, 
(and ihis must determine the case,) he supposes 
that there is a language in our actions, which is 
expressive and intelligible. Accordingly, God 
makes that man to be guilty in the present instance, 
who may not have directly and intentionally re- 
solved on so wild a choice. To support this as- 
sertion, I will show you that this is^ a ruled case;; 
look toProv. viii. 36. '^ He that sinneth against 
mc, wr^ngeth his own soul ; all they that hate me, 
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feve death. Death is ftat formally and intention- 
ally the object of their love, but interpretatively 
it is : for he may be said to love and choose the 
end, who loves and chooses the means, which 
stand in a natural and necessary connection with 
it. Now, when this is not said in a comer but «pon 
a housetop, when God has left it upon record, for 
the information of each successive generation of 
men, that he will proceed according to this rule, 
in the judgment he issues concerning them ; this 
fastens the guilt, makes it still more plainly a matter 
of choice, to the desperate creature who undoes 
himself. Having set life and death before us, blessing 
and cursing I is it unworthy of God, to give us the 
part we have freely chosen ? Againf, 

If the objection be started upon the foot of the 
eternity of the sinner's punishment, and the right*- 
eousness of God be challenged upon the appre- 
hended disproportion between the penalty and the 
offence ; what has been said already is a sufficient 
reply. For if I choose sin, when forbidden upon the 
pain of everlasting damnation, it is plain that I 
choose that everlasting damnation ; and then the 
matter runs to this again, viz. whether it is unwor- 
thy of a righteous God to give a free creature the 
part he chooses ? But further, 

We do allcyw that to be equal among men*, which 
we brand with the infamous imputation of unright- 
eousness in God. Treason may be perpetrated in 
an instant, and yet by the law, the traitor i» never 
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to recover the life which he has hereby forfeited. 
Nay, his blood is not accounted an equivalent to 
his crime, but his childntCs teefh are set on edge by 
the grapes which he has eaten* God himself tells us, 
that he renders to every man according to his works* 
There can therefore be no erring from the rules of 
justice in his administration. And until we can 
comprehend the infinite majesty of G6d, the infi- 
nite purity and righteousness of his. law, his abso- 
lute propriety in his creatures, we cannot form 
adequate conceptions of sin's malignity ; and even 
upon t|}is account run a bold venture in saying, 
that its punishment is unequal to its gpilt. Upon 
tbe whole, 

God has threatened sin with everlasting punish- 
ment ; and admitting for argument's sake, that we 
could not account for this, we deserve not the 
natiie of Chrtsiians; if this alone could not satisfy^. 
viz. that there can be no unrighteousness with hiiq. 

IV. We are now to apply this discourse, which 
was the last head proposed. And^ 

1. What terror does this doctrine speak to such, 
who under a profession of religion, are strangers 
to the grace of God. " The sinners in Zion may 
be afraid, and fearfulness seize the 'hypocrite in 
heart, for who of them can dwell with the devour- 
ing fire ? who among them yiv^\\ with everlasting 
burnings r Isa. xxxiii. 14. How justly is des- 
truction from God a terror to such ? Job. xxxi. 23. 
He. says, " Behold all ye who kindle a fire, that 
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compass yourselves about with sparks ; walk in 
the light of your fire, and in the sparks that ye 
have kindled. This shall you*have of mine hand, 
ye shall lie down in sorrow:'- Isa, L 11. 

That you may be rightly affected with your 
own case, let the following particulars be allowed 
a place in yooir thoughts. . 

1. Think what it is you put to the hazard, by 
your insincerity in the great affair of religion. 
The stake is nothing less than heaven, that unde* 
filed and incorruptible inheritance, beyond which 
our minds can conceive nothing that is either great , 
or delightful. God requires you to seek this king- 
dom in the first place. Not only to set about it 
g9lt\j in life, but with a most intense application. 
Why? because the chief good challenges our prin- 
cipal regard. But you reject the counsel of God 
against yourselves. And when your spirits are 
dispossessed of their present habitatioH, to have no 
heaven to entertain them, how very Unhappy such 
a, circumstance? To be friendless upon your 
launching into the eternal world of spirits, and find 
a despised heaven barred against you forever, th6 
character you now bear, the privileges you now 
enjoy, vainly pleaded ; can you think of this 
being your own case, and not cry out. Wretched 
man that I am? . Think, 

2. For what it is that you put such things aa 
these in jeopardy. To act up to your character 
as rational, you should give the preference to the 
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best things : those that are iqost worthy in them- 
selves, and most nece^ary to your happiness* 
One would think that to satisfy conscience, you 
should make it appear thai they are trifles which 
you hazard, if compared with the part you 
choose. This would justify the conduct, and noth- 
ing less can do it. Well, let us set the things yo\i 
secure by a profession, against those that you haz- 
ard by being only professors ; and then see how 
the account will stand. By your profession you 
are supposed to have life ; by being only profes- 
sors, you continue under the power of death* By 
your profession you make up a fictitious peace ; by 
a mere profession forfeit the peace of God* By 
your profession, you may get more of this world ; 
by insincerity in that profession, you lose life ever- 
lasting. You hazard the approbation of God,. for 
the applause of men; a real for an imaginary 
peace ; heaven for earth. Whether this be acting 
circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, judge ye. 
Think, 

3. What are the positive evils to which you lay 
yourself open by such a conduct. A real Chris- 
tian is blessed in life, and death, and forever ; a 
hypocrite lives and dies under the character of a 
child of wrath, and is to be a victim to divine ven- 
geance to eternity. Christ pronounces him ac- 
cursed when he sentences him to depart, to inti- 
mate that he is lo at present, and to make him 
eminently so forever. Do not flatter yourself that 
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lietl is a painted fire, it« tortures visionary, or that 
the tnefcy'of God will overrule your punifehment, 
so a:s that it shall be tess intense or durable. This 
is iroputihg to him a weakness ; an insuh upon his 
faithfulnefss, his justice, and the immutabiKty of 
his nature. Now, do you not only maike a forfeit- 
ure of heaven, but a putnijhase of hell, by a profes- 
sion that is separated from practical Christianity ? 
And ought mit^isters (o soften or conceal the terror 
that belongs to you 7 CJan they do it without 
treacherously feeepirig back from yon part of the 
counsel of God? 

(2.) If it is to fare with the sinner to all eternity, 
according to the state of his soul at death, then as 
we dread everlastmg destruction, and desire im- 
mortal blessedness, let u$ lay a good foundation 
against the time to come. It should fill us with the 
praises of our God^ that he, has not cut short his 
work in righteous ncfss with us, that it is still the 
accepttd time^ and the day of salvation; today ^ while 
it is calhd t^day, if toe harden not our hearts* But 
if we continue in sin, while this grace does abound 
.towards us, this will be resented as a despising 
God's patience and forbearance, and we shall trea- 
sure up wrath against the day of wi'ath. Let us 
follow Gk)d with our strong cries, resolve to give 
him no rest day or night, till he shall rereivc us 
^aciously, love us freely, form Christ within us, 
and p08st*ss us of the spirit of his Son. TiH this 
is our case, our life is a dream, and we are very 
10 
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unfit ta die. tf we have a concern of heart ftboiit 
this matier, are humhM to tbe dust at God^a feet, 
thctt we hatve been «o long ow/nberers of Ac ground, - 
if we contiaue. to have 9(|ch aq. 99xiety and soiicH 
tude ^boiit pure and undefiled religion; he that 
brought U8 to the self-same thjn^ i$ Gpd# Oyr 
willing as well a3 doing aright, we owe to bis good 
pleasure*: We maj look upqn what bis ha^ baa 
i^Iread; wrought, as a token for goody as a, pledg* 
of furtbep and greater blessings : that in inpHiiing 
our hearts to seek, he has done it. with. a deMgn oi, 
attending to the voice of our suppliqation) that he 
n^ight not spare, his Son, and with him might free- 
ly give us all things* 

1 would recorarnend this advice by the fipjlowing 
motives. They will have rtheir weight, if duly con-; 
sidered. •. ' . . ... 

1. Consider bow very soon defj^th may overtake 
ydu. We are all tenants at will, arc? turne^;out at 
the pleasui'e of the great Lord of lif^*. It is at g<ui: 
peril that we postpone this affair, and *ay to it, Go 
thy way for the present^ at a more. CG^vmient season 
zQt will send for thee. Nay, ihrs is invading ibe dir , 
vine prerogative, For it js not for. u^ 14} know tJn 
tinier and sedfons-^ this the Failjier h(tt]i r/£S4fVtdi/is, 
his own pqvUir* And to ,ch^<:k prci^umpuon of tki^^ 
kind,, we are told that wc canivQt h* mui^h '^s say 
what slball be on (A« fnorrow. . .Shall a ai9pc;nt. be 
lost then, when our sajvajiion depends ^uppn^ the 
right improvement of life; and of tbjs wbol^ l^fe 
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we are not able to call any more than the present 
NOW our own ? Consider, 

2. That your neglecting this call which God has 
given you, may make your death less easy, and 
your account more dreadful. Should you stifle 
any convictions which ih<*\y have broken in upon 
your minds, by the blessing of God upon what you 
have now heard ; forbear to put in execution the 
purposes forated in favour of God, and your souls, 
as you do tbe devil the greatest pleasure^ so you 
may find when death comes, that you have doubly 
armed that King of Urrors,^ As your guilt wUl be 
hereby aggravated^ so your condemnation will he 
more severe in the aext world. 

You are invited to serve yourselves, to provide 
againint themosl sbockiag extremities.; I have been 
endfavduting to help your hope and joy: but we 
most leate them in God?s hands, to make ^what 
has been delivered JAe words of eternal life. 
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We are to stand br fall forever, as ready w un- 
ready at Christ^s coming. The Chcistiani pd8se& 
by death into fuloesa of joy; hypojcritcs suffer by 
death the punishbent of loss, and the punishment 
of sense; miss heaven; and ace cast into the lake 
of fire. Enlarging c^n these heads, lets us into the 
subject contained in the fourth propositioOi 

There is one more behind, vrliich may profita- 
bly employ, our present thoughts. It is this:f— ^ 

Prop. y. Tbait our being left in the dark about 
the time of our death, and the Judgment day, when 
assured of the certainty of both, should be a suffi- 
cient motive to our watchfulness, that we may be 
found in peace. Our Lord infers this as a conclu- 
sion naturally arising from the main doctrine treat- 
ed of if the preceding parable : Watch, therefore, . 
for ye know not either the day or the hour, wherein the 
Son of man cometh. 

What man t:an believe that there is an event 
before him, in which the welfare of a soul for eter- 
nity is concerned, one that is infallibly certain, 
and cannot but come to pass, may take place the 
next year; or month, or week,, or d^y^ or hour, or 
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M>ment, and which of tbeoi a secret Cb him ; what 
laan thitiks, (with this state of thecdBe ini hit view) 
whi> must' not <rwn thai the advit« carries strength 
and: pnvprietj in it, wh«ii he is pift iipon a cohsta^t 
expectatiem of what may overtake him in an in- 
stant? It is giving up the character of a man and' a 
Christian at once^ and offering violence to th« 
li^ht of reason as well as revelation, to refuse be- 
ing determined by sucfh evidence as this. 

In the further prosecution of this doctrine, I 
shall endteavojai*, 

I. Toexplain the nature of this^ duty, for the 
more effcetual recommendation of whieh, ihis^ par-^ 
able !9 instituted by our Lord. 

II. Slhow you the force of this reasoning, when 
this duty is urged from the consideration of the 
Son of man'$ coming in ada^^ and at an howr that' 
we knoro not of, 

III. Offer something for vindicating the Divine 
conduct, in thus hiding from us the time of ou^ 
dtath. We fAaU then 4*dd, 

IV. Such practical reflections. a$ may be a fit 
close to this subject. ^ ' 

1. Let us inquire into the nature of this duty, 
with a view to the recommending which, bur Sa*j 
viour institutes this parable. To . proceed with 
greater clearness, suffer me to reassume this one' 
observation, viz. That as' in the chapter before 
my text, Christ had been pressing watchfobiess^' 
upon his disciples, as that was opposcxi to itttem*' 
perance, the giving into luxury, and a bnidsfai in- 
10* 
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dulgence of tfa^ passions ajhid appetites ^ so in thns ' 
chapter he inculcates tbe same duty, hut taken in 
opposition to securityv smd as consistiog, in a readi^ 
ness to raeet him at his coming* .If jo\t coiapare 
what occurs from tbe thirty seventh verse <tf the 
foregoingchapter, with what is offered in thfe thir-- 
leentb verse of this chapter, in its connexion with 
the context, .you will sec that there is room Uir 
this distinction. This d«rty was not limited in 
Its obligation to* the disciples of our. Lwd, no, hor 
to such as were Israelites according to the flesh, 
But e»qaally concerns all who have heard of his 
name, and are begotten to the hope of Christ's sec- 
ond coming. This scripture is not of private inters 
pretalion ; but what is said to one, is said to all of 
us, waich* 

Thefe ai'e these tw^o things^ supposed' ia the 
watchfulness which my text mentions, viz. our 
avoiding whatever either in the wa^y of amusement, 
or incumbrancje^ may make us unready for (h© 
coming of our Lord ; arid tlie ejcercising. ourselves 
to whatever may forward our preparedness to meet 
him. 

In- the watchfulness which my text nu^ntions, 
here is supposed, 

(I.) Our avoiding whatever either as an amuse- 
ment or incumbrance may make us less ready for 
our Lord's coming* Considering our present cir- 
cums^taiices and sikiation, as spirits in flesh, ^sur- 
rott«ded'With so great a variety of ohjiects, wbicft 
by the senses gain admittance to the heart, ilbc^ 
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eomf» us to feai' al wap. Without tbis guard upon 
ourselvesyk will be next to impossible not to run 
uito sueh. an intimacy with this world, as wiHpreju*- 
dice our correspondence with a better; and to get 
inta that way of living, which^ will hazard our dy- 
ing in peace. Hie who made this world, and per- ' 
fcctly knows the power of things present t0 ea- 
snare corrupt nature, has often cautioned us to be 
upon oup watch, if we would not be overcome by 
eviU This restraint upon us, flows from the infi- 
niteness of wisdom and goodness there is in God, 
and is by no means an act of absolute sovereignty. 

1 shall instance ia two particulars, whence good 
men are in danger of being unready for Christ's 
coming ; against both which they should exo-cise 
themselves to . this watchfulness. The 

1. Launching out into a sort of boundless pursuit 
* of the world. There is a great deal of danger 
from unblQ3sed prosperity. A man of vast discern- 
tnent, among other remarks he had made upon the 
ordinary course of things, observes to have seen 
riches given to the owners of them to their hurt. I 
said, unblessed or unsaiictified prosperity, for nei^- 
thfer love nor hatred is to be known by these things 
under the sun ; EccL ix. 1. When riches increase, 
men are apt to set their hearts upon them ; to pull 
hard, when they find that the world is coming; 
and spread all their sails, while the wind is fovoiir- 
aJbte. So true is it, that they who love silver, are "". 
liot satisfied: with silver; or he that loveth abund- 
ance, with increase:' EccL vv 10. How many 
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think, and plod, and hurrjy and TaW, Ber^mng 
their souk of g6od,irhose pretence^, should yda cai^ 
lion tfaetn digaiiist overdoing the matter, amoont* 
only to this, viz. They are providing for their fem^ 
ilies, and by their present assiduity striving to get 
the sooner through this fatiguing way of life? 
However plausibly thi3 excuse may appear upon 
the first heating, yet if we weigh it in our thoughts^ 
and remembrr that no employment o£ life i&juitifi* 
able, which hinders the principal design of life, un* 
iits us for dying, and entering triumphantly' into^ 
.Heaven ; it will be judged weak and trifling. 

I may show you without difficulty^ that while we' 
conduct ourselves thus, we must be unavoidably 
entangled; our spiritual afiairs suffering in propor* 
tion to our over-concern for temporal things. For^ 

1. We must of necessity, by soch a respect for 
this world, often break irv upon the time which we 
owe to better things. There needs bq laboured 
proof of this remark, the truth of which is attested 
by experience. Granting that such a care for my 
family as to temporals, does, not wholly divert the- 
care I should take of their souls, that mine is notfa 
prayerless house, notwithstanding this crowd of 
business (and would to Gfod that this might be safe- 
ly allowed as to all professing families) there is 
mmh more than this, which is my daily diity iia a^ 
Christian. For instance, serious self-reflection, 
gwng into mkie own heart, comparing what I have 
been and done the day that is past; with that per* 
feet role, to which both hean and actiotis should 
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•l^e,C)0i>ftirKne3 : i;:od versing with Heavea in«privat6; « 
out native soil, <Hir PatJier^s house. There, are 
Qiany thimgs which may not be properly commuiir 
icat^d to a ianuly, that must not be forgotten when 
f Godt and the spulare together. These are not left 
to. our eourtesy^ tp be done or forborne at our plea^ 
ure : they ^re duties which we owe, and God ex- 
fleets. Kow, as far as.this eager prosecution^of the ", 
world,-and embarking, thus extravagantly in its af- 
rfjp^irs, Tob us of the time which such services as 
4hese do require; so far are we hereby, rendered 
I<^S8 ready for our Lord's coming* The laying 
Bside such a weight, the avoiding such an incum- 
..lu'ai^e^ must in course be referred to, in the watch- . 
-fulness here recommended. .Christ himself ez-^ 
:)>lains it thus, when he sets it in opposition to. sucb 
an overchangedness with the cares of: this life^, 9^ 
fenders it but tpo possible for that day to com'Upw 
t» unawares. ' A«d I taic the^ apostle Paul to have 
had the same sense of things, when he makes< watchh 
fulness and sobriety to be terms of the same import* 
As does also the apostle Peter. Oonipare 1 Thes. 
V. 6, with 1 Pet. iv. 7. The sobriety of which 
ibey both speak, intimates Moderation and Tem^ 
perance in our regards for these present perishing 



2. As such *a concern for this world ^ould be 
^yoided upon the account of the.encroacJiiments.it 
xo^J^e^ 9n the time whi^h we owe to better things, 
it should *lso as it indisposes the mind for enter- 
laipments tljatare.spiritual ^nd divine* , 5]hus does 
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itfortlier Qofitus for Christ's coming. We riHist 
not only see than doty h done, but make consci tuce- 
or the manner of doing it, if we would thrive in 
gfdce and comfort. An action that is mate rihiljr 
gdod, may be circumstantially evil. If it fii rtot. 
S]pritig from a righf principle, if it is not regidlir in 
its aims, and directed to the proper end (airiii these 
things fall under the divine cognizatice) tbc^ service 
may be condemned of God, which meets with the* 
^universal applause of men. . It is not enough that I 
confess the sins of the day, if I experience not the- 
%rorkings of gospel repentance ; that I acknowl- 
edge the persona] and relative blessings conferred^ 
if my heart is unaffected with the bounty of Heavs- 
en ; that I talk of my grave, if I die llo^4o this 
world, as I am dying out of it ; or the glories of 
Heaven, if I feel not the powers of the world to ^ 
eome^ Now, admitting that the man, whos^ life ia 
such a^ continued hurry, does reserve some of his 
time for Gbd; with how great disadvantage does 
he sequester to the afiairs of religion, whose mind 
is stuffed with the remembrance of the past day's 
business, and the projects to be executed the next? 
It is to be feared, that his heart is removed far fpom 
Jiim, while he is honoring him with his lips; and 
of all such God says, that in vain do they worabip 
iiim. Is that man in a* fit posture 'to die, who is 
out of frame to pray f and can dny thing excuse 
thy beitig out of tune, Christian, to the one thing: 
needful ? thy being indisposed for what is, and 
shoutd be the main* concern of life? When Christ 



a call to neatcyuln^Bg, 1 1 9 

j-^CooHnends. to you a walcbji^ for bis i^mifig, 
he most certainly caption jou against these. ipcum'^ 
'brinces, which iso directlj unfit yon for it. * 

(2,) By their upja wful iofve of law&l thii^s, have 
'£ood men been in danger of unreadiness fpF.Christ^s 
<OBijngr .They inay h^VQ learped. to abridge their 
desires, to: pity the restless an^bition, or insatiablo 
avarice, too visible in, other n).en'^ condgpt» and t)\e 
same ti^ii^ be themselves in bonc^ge to the crea-^ 
ture# While they have seen no baippiness in the 
part )|.hich the worldling ap,ts in life, ihey have felt 
a pJe^Sisure whjcj^ has. been excessive in the review 
<)f their own cjrculn|;te^:)cefi.; ,and ar^manmay be^n 
idolater, vfbeiprof|^sfC|syefylittJ^,Qf^ the world. A» 
t|}is has been explained in the apostolical writings, 
w,e fii>d that the ch^irge of idolatry may be brought 
against ms, wheney.er the little we enjoy has loo 
large a. place in our hearts, or our hopes of happi^ 
ty?ss from it are beyoi^d what we ought to .encour- 
age frofla broken and empty cisterns. This is the 
love to. the world, and the, things of. the worUl 
•which ^bp S9fiptures condemn; and if it were notf 
that we are prone ix> kuch extravagance in o.ur re-^ 
g^rds.fbr these things, and that such a misplacing 
of our affections drew along with it a variety of in- 
conveniences, we shpuld^not be warned against, the 
very sam^ thing so fretiueatly as we are, especial- 
ly in the New ,Testameni. We , need help from" 
heaven to love what,!Grod.allow$ \k% to Ipve, within. 
ikf^'jptop^r Iimit3. by which he has bounded ouf 
rp?pe(?t to all i^uWunary good* , Not. to transgress 
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the roeidsore irhich is' lawful, otapproprratetWour* 
selves wiiat should be sacred to God aloiie. 
' We should beware of this, as we wouid guard 
against, what wiH cbntribnte to our unreadiness for 
our Lord's coming. This will do it, ' 

1. By obstructing the exercise^, of our faith. 
When this is our governing principle, it scatters 
the mists which intercept oifr views of heaven ; 
represenfing eternal things not as real only, but 
near. It brings withSii our sight death as well as 
immortality, as the Jordan through which we are 
to pass, to the '*land flowing with milk and honey.'* 
it ill oncie keeps alive thfe thought of dying, and 
divests it of its terror^ ' iye, out of the taM came 
Jbrffi itied/, and out of the strange sweelhiss. Thu5 it 
is a preservaiive against sin, and provokes to uni- 
vet^al duty; making our lives a constant, practital, 
entertaining intimacy with the grave. Now, must 
not such be ready for Christ's coming, who thus 
pass the lime of their sojourning here in his fear f 

Setting our qffictijms on things below, shows that 
we arc but little influenced by that faith, which is ' 
evidence {Utyx^^t ^^^ demonstration) of invisible ob- 
jects ; and as far as it prevails, will hinder the act- 
ings and exercisiB of that grace in thc'soul. The 
loading ourselves with thick ctay^ must unfit us for 
mounting as with eagles' wings toi^ards^heaven. 
If answerable to our unacqiiaintedness with death, 
is our Want of actual preparation for dying, and an 
undue regard for lawful things^hus indispose the 
mind, by puttihg it from under the influence of 
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that faith, which should be our governing principle ; 
sure this is to be avoided, as we hope to be found 
ready, ^ t^ 

S. Asi^oar faith is hurt hereby, and so our reacl- 
meds for Christ's tomicg obstructed ; we are fur- 
ther hindered by the excess of our love even to 
lawful thiiigs, as we lose hereby a relish and love 
for what are most important. Our love to Grod, 
and divine objects, when it prevails, has a con-' 
straining power. We choose to converse with the 
things which we superlatively love ; and as these 
are uppermost in our thoughts, life or practice, will 
be under an answerable influence. We shall love 
to think of death as the gate of life; dwell upon 
the subject, as this is a necessary preliminary to 
our enjoying what is most dear to us. Now, the 
more our love is jprostituted to temporal things, we 
shall find that it is more sparingly exercised upon 
eternal ones. Consequently we shall think less 
frequently of these things, and this will discover 
itself in a proportioned conversation. ^Shall we 
not then guard against this idolatry, not merely 
from aconsciousness of its abstracted guilt, hut the 
consequences which attend it. 

As our avoiding what would unfit us for a com- 
fortable meeting with Christ, is one thing referred 
to in our watching for bis coming; so it supposes, 

(2.) T hat we exercise ourselves to whatever may 
forward our preparedness to meet him. Our Lord 
supposes this duty to be of a positive nature, when 
11 
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to the church of Sardis he says, Remember how ihou 
host received, a7id heard, and holdfast, and repent ; 
if thou shalt net watch, I will come on thee as a thief 
and thou shalt not know what hour I wilt come upon 
thee I Rev. iii. 3, And ch. xvi. 15j of the same 
book, he says, Behold I come as a thief, blessed is hs 
that watcheth, and keepeih his garments. This must 
be intended, when he bids us w atcb and pray that 
we enter not into temptation., Our duty cannot 
be discharged by mere negatives ; it is not enough 
that we do not sleep >as do others, when our being 
employed through our whole lives, in such exer- 
cisies as may make us, and keep us ready to die, 
is what God ihe Lord requires. Not that we are 
to be continually poring on the grave, or as if we 
failed in our duty, whenever we were from under 
jan actual sense of our mortality. We shall ^c-r 
quit ourselves, so as to be accepted of Christ, if 
the following description does agree to our general 
conduct of life. 

1. If heaven be a place with which we maintain 
a constant correspondence. When the apostle says 
in the names of all real Christians, our conversa* 
lion is in heaven, we should take heed that we do 
not mistake him. He does not make it inconsist-^ 
ent with true piety, that this conversation should be 
at any time interrupted; and our thoughts, and 
cares, and labours, return to earth, and earthly 
things. He would then speak of what no mere 
creature did ever attain to, instead of his assertions 
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being univerally true. Nor would this be our du- 
ty, though possible, considering our present circum- 
stances; who have frail, crazy, needy bodies, that 
claim a proper share in our regard ; though we owe 
them an inferior one, to that which is due to our 
spiritual and immortal part. He means, that as 
the Christian's general walk is agreeable to his jpro- 
fessed expectation of heaven , so hither he refires 
for his chief joys, when free from what disturbed 
and interrupted such converse ; that he is as little 
a stranger there as possible. He who keeps up 
such a correspondence, is inured to the thought of 
dying, and properly said to watch for Christ'« com- 
ing, as he lives in that heaven which is chiefly" 
dear to him, for Christ's sake. 

2. If, while in this world, we are learning to 
leave it, we practice the duty which my text tet^ 
ommends. No wonder if their faces gather palt- 
ness, and sorrow fills their hearts, to whose minds 
death has scarce" ever been present, till they see 
him coming to execute the sentence of a broken law- 
Good men have found it of ill consequenc'e, that 
they have made death no more familiar to them, 
who the more .he is a stranger, will appear the 
more terrible. They have upon this account felt 
fresh agoniesjn dying; and taking them from thiy 
world, has been like tearing the caul of their hearts 
fn sunder. He who makes it his daily business to 
m4 loose (pom present things, rejoicing and weep. 
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idg, as though he neither wept nor rejoiced ; who 
respects them onlj as convenieticies in his way, no 
part of the happiness to which he aspired ; that re- 
alizes to his own mind the necessity of dying, the 
nature of that hard work, and lives in perfect friend- 
shipi'wit'h the gr^vej that man properly watches 
for Christ's coming, and cannot be unready at hts 
call. 

3. If we see each day of our. lives to ke^pall ac- 
counts clear) and balanced between God and us, 
we shall be approved as having discharged tkis^ 
duty. He who lets matters run on unsettled, 
shows that he is not apprehensive of his being speed- 
ily called to a reckoning ^ and he' who dares not 
venture to jjlow the arrears of one day to be un- 
adjusted, tel)s God atid the world, that he looks 
every night when his soul shall be required at his 
hands. The meeting will be terrible* when death 
overtakes us unlooked for, and tells us that we have 
not a f^ay to live, though the business of an whole 
life to do. This makes his visage ghastly, his 
^roke heavy, puts poison into his sting, turns the 
last into a fiery trial. Jiut he who has studied the 
knowledg^e of himself whose repisntance has kept 
pace with the discoveries of his sip, who has made 
a fresh choice of Gpd daily, and a JJresh dedication 
of himself to his service, (as- every, day's sins are a 
virtual departure from him, and reiiunciation of his 
propriety in us) and a fres^h application of thebioorf 
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of sprinkling ; as this person can nerer be called 
unready, so he gives abundant evidence of bi9 
watching for the coming of Christ. 

This is all I shall offer uponihe first head, for 
explaining the duty of watchfulness, as it is recom- 
mended in the text. It supposes bur avoiding what- 
ever either as amusement or incumbrance might 
make us less roady ; and th6 ,ex§T^ising ourselves 
to whatever may forward our preparedness to meet 
Christ at his coming. 

IF. I am now la show you the force of the reas- 
oning, when this duly is urged from the consider- 
ation of the " Soh of maw's coming in a day, and at 
an hour that we know not.^' .This duty is frequent- 
ly pressed by the very same motive. The thought 
is the Rame, when Christ, says^ y* know not whett 
iht master of4ht house cometh, at even^ or at midnights 
or at cockcroxi^ or in the mornings ihirtfore xoateh t 
Mark xiii. 35. And when, as in the just mentioned 
Rev.' iii. he enforces it, from bis coming as a thief. 

I take the substance of the argument to be siim- 
ed up in thes*; particulars^ your unwatchfulness 
cannot prevent my coming; it will rob you of their 
con^ifort, whom I »hall find 'ready ; and make it a 
terrible coming to you. 

In his recommending'. this duty,^we must suppose 
our Lord to say,* 

1 ; Your una? atchfulness cannot prevent my com- 
u^g; it is^erefore wise in you to •xpect it. All 
your times are in my hands, your removal oat of 

11* 
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life depends hot upon your choice, but my pl'eksi^ 
Urc. Since unthoughtfulness of death is no securi- 
ty against it, how unreasonable your disobedience 
to this particular command ? Remember that I 
eame, and " took those away, who were eating, 
and drinking, marrying, and giving' in marriage," 
in the old world : made quick work with them, 
sweeping the whole human race into eternity by a 
preternatural deluge, one family excepted 5 there- 
fore watch. . You see from that awful instance, to 
which I refer you, that you are' not the more safe 
by forgetting your danger. Never were they less- 
apprehensive of death, than when their destruction 
came upon them. 

To carry the thread of the argument, it is further 
to be considered, . 

2. Though your unwatchfulness cSinnot prevent 
my coming, yet it will deprive you of their comfort 
of those whom I shall find ready. " Who is the 
faithful and wise servant (says Christ) whom his 
Lord has made ruler over his household, to give 
them meat in due seaspn ? Blessed is that servant, 
whom his Lord when he cometh shall find so doing. 
Verily I say unto you, he shall make him ruler 
over all his goods ;" Mat. xxiv. 45, 46, 47. My 
eoming will ma^ sych persons amends, who regu- 
larly expect it{ and since unwatchfulness defends 
not from death, and yel mattes a forfeiture of so 
comprehensiwt blessing,^ whether is greater, the 
]jplly or the wkkedness of ihis conduct? If yoir 
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would go with me to the marriage, let me find you 
ready. Come I shall, and I will do such, very 
particular favors, who love mine appearing : think 
therefore, whether it be not motive sufficient to 
continued watchfulness, when so much is hazarded 
by a contrary behaviour f 

To complete the argument, we may suppose our 
Lord to say, 

3. When I come, be it sooner or later, if you 
arc not upon the watch; it will be a terrible com- 
ing to you. Somewhat of this sort is referred to, . 
when Christ says. Watch ye therefore^ lest coming 
suddenly^ I find you sleeping ; Mark xiii. 36, 36. 
There is.a threatening of woe to the unwatchful, 
wrapt up in those expressions. And if you look to 
the twenty fourth chapter of Matthew, from the 
forty eighth verse, you will find there a very ex- 
plicit declaration of the vengeance which shall 
overtake them : " The Lord of the evil servant 
will come when he is not aware of it, and cut him 
asunder, appointing him the hypocrite's portionrl* 

Upon the whole, the matter is set in this light, 
(hough I tell you not when I shall come, on what 
day, or in what hour, yet I have given assurance 
to all, that I will come;- I urge your watching for 
that time, whenever it shall be, from the consider- 
ation of the good you shall lose, and the evil you 
shall sufier, if otherwise employed at my coming. 

III. J shall now endeavor to vindltdte the divine 
conduct in this disposal of things. 
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Should It be said^ that by keeping us in the dark 
as to this matter, we are deprived of the most pro- 
per motive to duty.; and that in order to our being 
in a constant readiness for such an event, it would 
have been better if every person exactly knew the 
period of his Ufc, and when he should be cajlcd 
into judgment : I shall reply to this objection ift 
the following particulars. 

1* 6o(i can do nothing but what is best, therefore 
his having put our affairs upon another footing, 
^ conclud#8>that his work is not to be mended, or the 
designs he has in view more effectually attained 
in another way. The rich man in the gospel told 
'"Abraham, that God took the less proper method 
fer reducing the * world to bis obedience, that » 
messenger from the-intisible state would do much 
more by his testimony for the conviction of man- 
kind, than could be expected from the ordinance 
of preaching ; but Abraham assured him, that 
the creature was very unfit to correct the conduct 
i^ his maker, in saying, if they hear not Moses and 
the prophets^ neither would they be persuaded, though 
^e rose from the dead : Luke xvi. ult, 

2. Obvious inconveniencies woukl attend our 
paving sucbft a knowledge of the time of our death 
and Judgment. It is not improbable that it might 
prove a dangerous temptation to a good man ; 
slacken his pace, and abate his diligence, to see a 
large space between him and death. And on the 
other hand, that his beholding himself upon the 
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v^ry brink of eternity, might so swallow up his 
time, and thoughts, and cares, as that his personal 
should break in upon the relative and social duties, 
which are bound upon conscience, by the same 
authority. 

And as to a wicked man, as his heart would l>e 
more fully set in him to do wickedly, when he saw 
that sentence against his evil deeds was not to 
be executed speedily; the seeing himself within 
the shadow of death would make him desperate : 
and so his circumstances be worse than now tbe^ 
are, whether his time were longer or shorter in the 
world. 

3. Taking our case as it noW stands, we have the 
most rational motive to continued watchfulness. 
There is no room for a moment's intermission of this 
duty for security or slupaber, because we know not 
but our fast sands may be running, and after a few 
'pulses more, the silver c«rd shall be broken. And 
our not knowing but that we may have years to 
come, secures us against that troublesome cbncem, 
that might imbitter our short stay, did we see them^ 
waiting at the door, who should carry us to the 
grave. So that there seems to be a mixture of di- 
vine wisdom and goodness in the thing, when Christ 
commands us to watch, because we know not eith^ 
er the day or Jiour of his coming. 

The wholeof this discourse has been practical, 
which makes it less needful to enlarge in the ap- 
plication. 
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However, we will offer something under this 
IVth and last head of discouQse. We cannot 
but observe from wh^t has been said, 
» 1. The wisdom of being truly religious. Such 
are provided against all events: nothing can befall 
them which shall not work togcthicr for their good •' 
The watchfubess of which we have spoken, is not 
to be consideted as a eingle duty, but as of a com. 
plex nature; taking into it Christianity itself, in 
all th'e beaoty and perfection it can appear, in our 
present state. And arc not they wise in a way of 
distinction ttnd^emnencef-who being intended for 
another worlds into which they ' are certainly, and 
they, know not koW suddenly to be removed, have 
laid in" for whatever can happen to them ? '^ To 
whom to life, is Christ ; and to 4te, gain ? So that 
whether they iivie, they live unto the Lord ;• or^ 
whether they die, they die unto the Lord : wheth- 
er therefore they live or die, they ere the Lord's*^ 
Thi« is not indeed the xoisdom of this world; they 
are now too far prejudiced to give into it, but it is 
• what God applauds as wisdom, and what (another 
day) the vilest of men shall acknowledge to be so. 
2. See hence the folly and danger of security^ 
whert we know not what a day may bring forth.: O^ 
say hot, worldling, when such a scheme is execu- 
ted,* and I have surmounted this and the other in- 
cumbrance, I will take care of my poor soul; and 
1 will then, begin to study and practice religion. 
Thy soul is worth, more than the whole world ;, 
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.and jou are not sure, though now in the pride of 
life, but that you ipay be numbered among the 
dead before tomorrow: and in that day will all 
these gpod thoughts and purposes perish. Youth 
health, strength, protect not against the assaults of 
the grave. But few hoary heads come there, boli* 
few worn out with years and infirmities, in com. 
parison with such as die in their, full strength. JLs 
you would not be lost to eternity, do nol trifle ' 
away your present, short, yncertain time. 

Let this thought keep you wakeful. Christian. 
Endeavour to live under this awful sound, Arise^ ye 
dead and come to Judgment* Carry about with you 
the thoughts of death and eler'niiy, wherever you 
are, and whatever you do. 

Among others,' these two very good effects will 
follow this. 

1. It will make your light to shine. You can- 
'not be vain, frothy, proud, censorious, worldly, 

while your spirits are under the command of such 
thoughts. No,|rou will be serious, humble, spirit* 
ual, heavenly, as these are in you, and abound. 
And while you are glorifying your Father in heav- • 
en, you are promoting your own, your best interest. 
For, 

2. Your latter end will be better than your be- 
ginning. The day of your death, better than the 
day in which they said, there is a man-child Born. 
When you are called to die, you wilj step out of ^ 
this World into heaven. You cannot be more read j 
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to meet Chr^t, Ihao you mil find him ready to re« 
ceive you. And happy souls, tdat )eare weep- 
ing frie)Ebds,foi: the embraces of the God of love;* 
the great Qod, your Savioun You will find« when 
iie carries you to your father's house, that all your 
watchingS) prayers, tears, labors of love, your af- 
flictions, trials, troubles, for the Mme and sake ot 
this ^atiour, are not worthy to be compared with th^ 
glory which shall be revealedi in you. 
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